
The “Isaiah” Attitude 
even centuries before the Christ came, God had a job that 
needed to be done. He asked, “Whom shall I send, and who 
will go for us?” Isaiah replied, “Here am I; send me” (Isa. 6:8). The will-

ingness of the prophet to accept the task to which God referred is exemplary for 
those who seek to serve God in any era. 

Notice some of the background of the “Isaiah” attitude. He had seen a vision of 
the Lord in His glory, sitting upon His eternal throne. Such a glorious God de-
served the fullest service. Could it be that so few in the church and in the world 
have the attitude of Isaiah because they have never caught the vision of Jeho-
vah’s glory and power? Of course, He does not manifest Himself to people today 
in direct visions of glory as the one Isaiah saw. However, He has enabled us to 
see the great measure of His glory, majesty, and authority through His world and 
His Word. When men visualize His glory they will be more likely to serve Him.  

Isaiah was very humble before the Lord and felt himself unworthy to be so 
near Him (Isa. 6:5). So many are hindered from serving God wholeheartedly be-
cause of pride, ego, and self-exaltation. These spiritual disorders prevent our as-
suming the role of servants. They make us want to protect our dignity above all. 
They convince us (subconsciously, if not consciously) that we know more than 
God. They make us think we can improve on God’s eternal plans. They make us 
think our plans are more important than God’s plans. Until we learn to take up 
our “towel” (John 13:3–16) as well as our “cross,” and follow Jesus (Luke 9:23), 
the “Isaiah” attitude will never be ours.  

Isaiah humbly confessed his sins and his unworthiness before God (Isa. 6:5). 
Many people refuse to obey the plan of salvation because they feel inadequate 
and unworthy. Many members of the church commit some sin and then drift fur-
ther away from God because they realize they have sinned. This is the classic 
“catch 22” or endless cycle of many lives: people sin because they refuse to serve 
and they continue to refuse or fail to serve because they have sinned. The only 
solution is to break the cycle as did Isaiah—obtain the Lord’s forgiveness by fol-
lowing His plan for our forgiveness. For those who are not Christians, His plan 

We want something reliable, permanent, sure and steadfast—a kingdom that 
cannot be moved. In the old Bible, the old Gospel, and the old church, we find it. 
Here is something to lean upon living and dying, for this world and the world to 
come. If we leave this, all is uncertainty, darkness and night. Let us “hear what 
the Spirit says to the churches,” and not be of those who ”depart from the faith,” 
giving heed to seducing spirits, and not listen to “unstable souls,” of those who 
are “ever learning and never able come to the knowledge of the truth.” 

—Benjamin Franklin, 19th-century Gospel preacher 

That you may know… 
Let us pray for… 
Alice Haddon—fighting cancer (Sheri’s friend) 
Ann Henderson—fighting cancer (Sheri’s aunt) 
Lester Kamp—fighting prostate cancer Gospel preacher, Denver, CO) 
Mike Mallett—fighting leukemia (a brother in Evant, TX) 
Dub McClish—recovering from 2 heart attacks, stent emplacements 
Lee Moses, his children, and all their family in the passing of Kelley Jo 
Llewelyn and Judy Reid—brother and sister in NJ, planning to move here 
Brian Ritter—fighting rare autoimmune disease (son of Rick Ritter, Gospel preacher) 
Jeff Simmons—“our boy” in the US Navy (Charleston, SC) 
Don Smith—faithful brother in Ohio prison, ordered to cease teaching fellow inmates 
Stephanie Tigner—who has been restored to Christ (Kourtney’s sister) 
Nancy Verkist—major surgery 4/20 (she and Chuck visited NP 4 years ago) 
Joshua Aidoo—Gospel preacher in Ghana we support 
Samuel Bagsangi—Gospel preacher in Philippines we support 
Danny Douglas—Gospel preacher in US we support 
Records you helped make last week… 
Bible Classes                                                                                                                                     22 
Sunday AM Worship                      22                                                                                                   
Sunday PM Worship                   18 
Wednesday PM Bible Class/Worship                                 17 
Contribution                                         $798.00  
Contribution average (2016)       $1,083.59 
Internet and YouTube Sermon broadcasts… 
• Both sermons each Sunday are broadcast, beginning at approximately 10:45–10:50 a.m. 

and 1:12–1:15 p.m., via Internet through our Website, www.northpointcoc.com. 
• Our YouTube channel at Northpoint Church of Christ has a growing collection of North-

point sermons available for viewing. 
Preacher                                   Phil Smith 
Editor, The Lighthouse                            Dub McClish
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requires faith in Jesus as His Son and confession of that faith (Rom. 10:9–10), re-
pentance, and baptism for forgiveness of sins (Acts 2:38). For Christians who sin, 
God’s plan requires repentance and prayer (8:22). 

With the vision of God’s glory and the assurance of God’s pardon fresh in his 
mind, Isaiah was ready to go wherever God would send and to serve however 
God would assign. Oh, how the Lord needs men, women, boys, and girls with 
the “Isaiah” attitude. The Lord’s call for workers remains in effect: “We must 
work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no 
man can work” (John 9:4). If we have the attitude of Isaiah, we will always be 
ready to respond to the full extent of our abilities and opportunities with a    
hearty, “Here am I; send me.” 

     —Dub McClish 
     Denton, TX 

he phrase, Let no man deceive you, is found three times in the 
New Testament (Eph. 5:6; 2 The. 2:3; 1 John 3:7). The admo-
nition in Eph. 5:6 comes with a warning: “Because of these things com-

eth the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience.” The danger is very real, 
and we must take heed; but the question is, “Who is most likely to deceive us?” 

Satan himself deceived Eve (Gen. 3:2; 2 Tim. 2:4). He has been leading men 
away from God since the beginning (Rev. 20:3, 10). He is so effective because he 
tempts us with our own desires (1 John 2:16). If we allow him to deceive us we 
are sure to lose our souls (Rev. 20:10). 

False Teachers continue to cause men and women to lose their souls. Jesus 
called them “ravening wolves” because they tear and devour the people of God 
(Mat. 7:15). They do not appear showing their fangs; rather they appear in 
sheep’s clothing so they can enter the flock unrecognized. They deceive through 
good words and fair speeches (Rom. 16:18). The number of false teachers deceiv-
ing and devouring the Lord’s people today is legion. One needs merely to read 
bulletins and/or visit Websites to see how very difficult it is nowadays to find a 
“Church of Christ” that is following the simple New Testament pattern (Heb. 
8:5).  

Once-faithful Gospel preachers that have fallen into Satan’s snare deceive 
many. These preachers, due to pressure from the congregation, friendships, or 
respect of persons, no longer preach the whole Truth of God (Acts 20:27). In some 
cases they have left the truth completely (v. 30). It was a prophet of God who de-
ceived the young prophet, costing him his life (1 Kin. 13). 

It is easy to adopt the attitudes and philosophies of those around us. We want 
to fit in with our friends and loved ones. This tempts us to follow the majority. 
This requires little effort and is certainly the easiest course, but not the best or 
safest course (Exo. 23:2; Mat. 7:13–14). Being a Christian takes both courage and 
strength to follow a difficult, but better way.

Often our friends help mold our thinking for good or for evil. Those who 
dance, drink, gamble or engage in other sinful activities like to bring in others 
with them. That is why we must be careful in our choice of friends. The Bible 
states, “Be not deceived: Evil companionships corrupt good morals” (1 Cor. 
15:33, ASV). Leaving old friends is difficult—but sometimes necessary—if we are 
to safeguard our souls. 

Our own family members may deceive us. Jacob and his mother deceived Isaac 
(Gen. 27), and Jacob was eventually the victim of family deceit. Of special note is 
the way his sons deceived him into believing that Joseph had been killed by a 
wild beast (Gen. 37). Loved ones today deceive many people so that they choose 
the world over God, a false religion over the Truth, or the philosophy that it real-
ly doesn’t matter what one believes or does. Yes, even those closest to us can de-
ceive us and lead us into error. 

The worst danger may be self-deception. The Bible warns us not to deceive 
ourselves (1 Cor. 3:8; Jam. 1:22; 1 John 1:8), convincing ourselves that we are safe 
when we are not. We must constantly compare our lives with the Word of God to 
insure our salvation (2 Cor. 13:6). 

So we ask, are we being deceived? Let us always be vigilant, growing in 
knowledge of God’s Word and continuing to be faithful to God and Jesus Christ. 

—Philip Smith 
Denton, TX 

[Editor’s Note: Phil begins his work today as Northpoint’s preacher. We thank 
him for this good article and commend its important message to all. DM] 

f we are to depart from the Jerusalem church because it was 
in its infancy, and not reproduce the primitive church, we 
should like to know how far we are to depart from it, and in what. If the 

faith and practice, the precept and example of the primitive church may not be 
adopted now and followed; if in all things we should not now have the same 
faith and practice, precept and example they had, we should be pleased for some 
expounder of the new doctrine to explain to us in what the departure shall con-
sist, and what rule we are to adopt now.  

If we let go of the rule that governed the first church, what rule shall we adopt? 
If we cut loose from the Divine, shall we adopt a human rule? If so, what human 
rule—some one of these already made? Or shall we have the presumption and 
folly to think we can make a better one than these human rules already in use? 

We are not ready to cut loose from the Jerusalem Church, its rule of faith and 
practice, its precept and example. We have more confidence in the old ground 
than ever, and have no idea of departing from the Jerusalem Church, its faith and 
practice, precepts and example. The men that will not stand on apostolic ground, 
the faith and practice of the first church, will not stand on anything long.  

No Departure 
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“Let no  Man Deceive You” 
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