
From Heaven or Men? 
n His immortal Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said:  

Not everyone that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the 
kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father who is 

 in heaven. (Mat. 7:21).  
This passage teaches a great and fundamental Truth: the vanity, presumptu-

ousness, and danger of doing anything that Jehovah has not authorized. In His 
sweeping principle, the Lord embraced every item that one might list as an in-
gredient of faithfulness to God and His Son. We must strive to do "all in the name 
of the Lord" (Col. 3:17). All that matters is, does God authorize it?   

To merely speak the Lord's name over something we are doing is no sign of 
His approval (Mat. 7:22). The sons of Sceva quickly learned this to their own 
dismay and discomfort (Acts 19:14–16). Jesus’ statement conclusively shows that 
God not only requires more than a mere profession of faith for salvation, but that 
He requires more than mere works, also. If one’s works are not the works God 
has authorized, they are all done in vain.  That which God does not authorize, 
He does not recognize! 

Jesus once asked the Jewish rulers if the baptism of John was of Heaven or of 
men (Mat. 21:25). In doing so, He exhausted all possibilities. The wicked Jews 
knew better than to argue that there was a third possible source of authority. 
Every doctrine and practice in religion is authorized either by God or it is of hu-
man origin.  

Faithful men have restored and maintained the New Testament church in 
modern times on the premise of book, chapter and verse—explicit or implicit—
Scriptural authority for all that we do and say. The essence of faithfulness as in-
dividuals and congregations is two-fold: (1) Searching the Scriptures to deter-
mine what they authorize, and (2) doing—with all our ability and opportunity—
only what they authorize. My, how all men, both in and out of the church of 
Christ, need to be reminded of this fact! 

Much of the preaching and practice among us over the past fifty years has had 
little more “authority” for it than some well-known evangelical preacher/writer, 

young men who can be trusted. We need young preachers who have common 
sense sufficiently to help with the solutions rather than creating the problems. 

Titus refused to take advantage of the Corinthians (2 Cor. 12:18). He was the 
kind of man who could complete an assignment (8:6). His work took him to 
Dalmatia, Corinth, Crete, and other places. Titus was the right man, for the right 
job, at the right place. 

 —Wayne Coats, deceased 

That you may know… 
Let us pray for… 
Alice Haddon—fighting cancer (Sheri’s friend) 
Ann Henderson—fighting cancer (Sheri’s aunt) 
Lester Kamp—fighting prostate cancer Gospel preacher, Denver, CO) 
Mike Mallett—fighting leukemia (a brother in Evant, TX) 
Dub McClish—recovering from 2 heart attacks, stent emplacements 
Lee Moses, his children, and all their family in the passing of Kelley Jo 
Llewelyn and Judy Reid—brother and sister in NJ, planning to move here 
Brian Ritter—fighting rare autoimmune disease (son of Rick Ritter, Gospel preacher) 
Jeff Simmons—“our boy” in the US Navy (Charleston, SC) 
Don Smith—faithful brother in Ohio prison, ordered to cease teaching fellow inmates 
Stephanie Tigner—who has been restored to Christ (Kourtney’s sister) 
Nancy Verkist—major surgery 4/20 (she and Chuck visited NP 4 years ago) 
Joshua Aidoo—Gospel preacher in Ghana we support 
Samuel Bagsangi—Gospel preacher in Philippines we support 
Danny Douglas—Gospel preacher in US we support 
Records you helped make last week… 
Bible Classes                                                                                                                                     15 
Sunday AM Worship                      15                                                                                                   
Sunday PM Worship                   15 
Wednesday PM Bible Class/Worship                                 16 
Contribution                                         $580.00  
Contribution average (2016)       $1,101.44 
Internet and YouTube Sermon broadcasts… 
• Both sermons each Sunday are broadcast, beginning at approximately 10:45–10:50 a.m. 

and 1:12–1:15 p.m., via Internet through our Website, www.northpointcoc.com. 
• Our YouTube channel at Northpoint Church of Christ has a growing collection of North-

point sermons available for viewing. 
Preachers        Dub McClish, Phil Smith 
Editor, The Lighthouse                            Dub McClish
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some popular psychologist or philosopher, John Calvin, or one’s mere personal 
preferences. A sad fact to contemplate in all of this is that thousands of saints 
(including many preachers and a host of elders) do not know how to go about 
determining whether or not a given practice or doctrine is authorized. Such 
terms as explicit, implicit, optional, and obligatory are like a foreign language to 
them. Many of those who teach and preach are culpable in this matter, for they 
have not taught and preached on these subjects as thoroughly or frequently as 
needed.  

One is not faithful to God if he is is not faithful to Christ (John 15:23). One is 
not faithful to Christ who does not honor His Word (John 12:48; 14:15). God has 
given His Son "all authority" (Mat. 28:18), and we must scrupulously submit to it. 
Those who are careless about this subject, whether in the church or out, will ar-
rive at the Judgment to hear the Lord ask, "Who are you?  I don't believe we have 
met, and it is too late to get acquainted now” (Mat. 7:23). 

—Dub McClish 
Denton, TX 

he child of God is a controlled being. He lives a controlled life. Dying to 
the life of sin (Rom. 6:1–7), he lives now unto God (6:10). In obeying the 
will of God, so submissive is he that he works at “bringing into captivity 

every thought to the obedience of Christ” (2 Cor. 10:5). His thoughts are to be 
channeled into the areas of the true, the honest, the just, the pure, the lovely, and 
those things of good report (Phi. 4:8). Thus, he is called a “disciple”—a disci-
plined one; yea, one who lives his life in keeping with a discipline over him, the 
Word of God.  

With that thought before us, let us be reminded that the one not a child of God, 
and thus not living that controlled life, then lives an uncontrolled life—pictured 
in the Bible as the life of lust, human desire, excess— sin! Paul reminded the 
Ephesians that when they were “dead in trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2:1), they 
walked according to the course of this world, in the lusts of the flesh and of the 
mind (vv. 2–3). Uncontrolled! The difference is seen, again, in Romans 6:16 where 
the point is made that one will yield himself to, and be a servant of, either sin or 
righteousness. More, the apostle goes on to say, that the “yielding” is through the 
use of our “members”—members of our bodies (v. 19).  

Then the non-Christian may yield his members to commit fornication, but the 
child of God is a controlled being, and he cannot do so (1 Cor. 6:13). The non-
Christian may yield his members to steal from his fellow man, but the Christian 
is a controlled being, and he cannot do so (Eph. 4:28). The non-Christian may 
give himself to the most intense feelings of hatred toward another, but the Christ-
ian is a controlled being, and cannot do so (1 John 2:10–11). Controlled or uncon-
trolled—on that point, one’s obedience or decision to remain in disobedience of-
ten centers. Some really do not want to be that submissive, that obedient, that 
sacrificial, and thus they reject the Gospel. In obedience we are stating that we 

will live the disciplined, controlled life. Every failing and shortcoming the child 
of God has amounts to a breaking out of that controlled mold.  

In the examination demanded in 2 Corinthians 13:5, we need always to ask, 
“Am I really in God’s control? Am I really submissive? Do I expend all effort to 
put the Lord and his will and kingdom first”? (Mat. 6:33).  

—Bill Jackson 
Deceased 

ne of the traits of normalcy in humans is to have companions. There 
are diverse reasons for having good, trusted helpers and companions. 
We can be a success or failure dependent upon the kind of travelers 
with which we choose to walk. As a fellow laborer of Paul, we think 

Titus must have been just about perfect. When Paul went to Jerusalem to consid-
er the question of circumcision, he took Titus with him (Gal. 2:1). 

One of his outstanding qualities was his dependability. Paul knew he could 
leave Titus to do a job and things would be accomplished in the right order (Tit. 
1:5). How wonderful to be of such genuine and untarnished character and to 
merit the trust of a man like Paul. If people can have no confidence in our word, 
work, and performance then the world is not profited by our presence in it. 

There were many things in Crete that needed to be finished. Paul uses the ex-
pression ta leiponta, which refers to some things that were left undone and also to 
some things that survive. The church needs stouthearted and trustworthy men 
with steel in their spine. Men are needed who are not afraid to tackle the disor-
derly array both in and out of the church. 

The purely positive approach can never set things right in a world that is woe-
fully wrong. The disposition to sing a few lullabies and to whisper a few sweet 
nothings is one of the reasons for the lack of soundness in the church, and the 
only remedy is to practice the preachments of Paul when he said, “Wherefore 
rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith” (Tit. 1:13). This is the 
inspired remedy for “slow bellies” in any age (v. 12). 

Titus was instructed by Paul to use “sound speech, that cannot be condemned” 
(2:8). With all the piping and blowing of sounds which are uncertain, how mar-
velous it is to hear that doctrine which is sound. 

When the wrong becomes so strong, a weak and timid approach will not suf-
fice; hence Paul wrote, “These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all au-
thority. Let no man despise thee” (v. 15). There is that area which is unprofitable, 
and also there is that which is good and profitable (3:8–9). There is that with 
which we need to be involved, and there is that which we must avoid. 

A careful study of the three chapters which comprise Paul’s letter to Titus will 
demonstrate plainly that there is both positive and negative teaching which must 
be done. Those people who can only endure the positive approach will find the 
material in Titus extremely dull and of little value. We need to be looking for 
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