
Looking Ahead 
s announced last Lord’s day, in our men's meeting earlier in the day, I 
asked our other men to relieve me of my preaching responsibilities, 
beginning May 1. It has been my great joy to work with you dear 
brethren as a Gospel preacher since Northpoint’s inception over ten 

years ago. Lord willing, I will continue to produce The Lighthouse and our weekly 
newspaper article—and serve as “church secretary.” 

Though small in number, we are unusually fortunate to have four other men 
who are able men in the pulpit. Among those is our brother, Phil Smith, who has 
over four decades’ experience of faithfully preaching the Word on a full-time ba-
sis. We are all aware of his preaching/teaching abilities. He and Janet have been a 
great blessing to our work since joining us over two years ago. In the same breath 
that I told our brethren of my decision, I recommended that they invite Phil to 
preach for us. They did so immediately without hesitation; he has accepted that 
invitation, which will allow our good work to continue uninterrupted. In keep-
ing with the foregoing decision I had decided several weeks ago that the time has 
come for me to decline future lectureship and Gospel meeting invitations.  

I made these decisions for the following reasons:  
1. Preaching (both at home and in lectureships and Gospel meetings) takes con-

siderable physical and “nervous” energy, of which I’ve had little for the past 3–
4 months. Given my age and health problems, I doubt that I'll recover the sta-
mina preaching requires. My preaching once each Lord’s day the past two 
months has left me exhausted, both physically and emotionally, each week. 
Also, I no longer feel physically able to cope with the stresses involved in trav-
el associated with lectureships and Gospel meetings (trying to meet MS dead-
lines also involves significant stress). While my cardiologist did not suggest 
these moves, when I told him of them, he concurred with the wisdom of them.  

2. Also involved in these decisions is my recognition that whatever powers of 
recall and word selection I’ve had through the years are on the decline. If I’m 
aware of this decline, it is quite likely those whom I address have likewise ob-
served it. I believe now is a good time for me to discontinue this part of my 
work. I don’t want to become a doddering old fool (no smart aleck comments, 

from the water “cussing.” But Tant, holding the man firmly in his strong arms, 
said with a loud voice, “For a side of ham and a bushel of corn, I now dunk one 
of the most worthless characters that ever was born.” Whereupon he pushed him 
under the water and held him there for a bit, and when he finally lifted the man 
above water level, he was sputtering and gasping for breath. Instead of cursing, 
he (and his cohorts) realized he was no match for Tant and hurriedly and meekly 
left the scene. Remember, the Bible says, “Answer a fool according to his folly, 
lest he be wise in his own conceit (Pro. 26:5).                              —Author unknown 

That you may know… 
Let us pray for… 
Alice Haddon—fighting cancer (Sheri’s friend) 
Ann Henderson—fighting cancer (Sheri’s aunt) 
Lester Kamp—fighting prostate cancer Gospel preacher, Denver, CO) 
Mike Mallett—fighting leukemia (a brother in Evant, TX) 
Dub McClish—recovering from 2 heart attacks, stent emplacements 
Lee Moses, his children, and all their family in the passing of Kelley Jo 
Llewelyn and Judy Reid—brother and sister in NJ, planning to move here 
Brian Ritter—fighting rare autoimmune disease (son of Rick Ritter, Gospel preacher) 
Jeff Simmons—“our boy” in the US Navy (Charleston, SC) 
Don Smith—faithful brother in Ohio prison, ordered to cease teaching fellow inmates 
Stephanie Tigner—who has been restored to Christ (Kourtney’s sister) 
Nancy Verkist—major surgery 4/20 (she and Chuck visited NP 4 years ago) 
Joshua Aidoo—Gospel preacher in Ghana we support 
Samuel Bagsangi—Gospel preacher in Philippines we support 
Danny Douglas—Gospel preacher in US we support 
Records you helped make last week… 
Bible Classes                                                                                                                                     15 
Sunday AM Worship                      15                                                                                                   
Sunday PM Worship                   15 
Wednesday PM Bible Class/Worship                                 15 
Contribution                                         $875.00  
Contribution average (2016)       $1,136.20 
Internet and YouTube Sermon broadcasts… 
• Both sermons each Sunday are broadcast, beginning at approximately 10:45–10:50 a.m. 

and 1:12–1:15 p.m., via Internet through our Website, www.northpointcoc.com. 
• Our YouTube channel at Northpoint Church of Christ has a growing collection of North-

point sermons available for viewing. 
Preachers        Dub McClish, Phil Smith 
Editor, The Lighthouse                            Dub McClish
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please!) who keeps trying to preach after I should have ceased, becoming the 
subject of head-wagging pity by loving brethren who are too polite to tell me.  

3. I desire/need to devote much more time to improving and publicizing The 
Scripturecache, which my current workload doesn’t permit. Preaching requires 
time for preparation (much time when MSS are involved). I’m not suggesting 
that these efforts are not time well spent, whether at home or in other places 
(otherwise, I would not have continued doing such for the past 56 years).  
Thescripturecache.com now contains well over 400 articles and MSS (including 

some very good ones by Lavonne and Andy), as well as other features (e.g., 
videos of our recent Gospel meeting and three great lectureships). I have a few 
hundred more of my MSS and articles that I want to upload. The uploading takes 
little time, but preparing them (editing, proofreading, formatting) is time-con-
suming. Even apart from the factors mentioned above, I believe that these deci-
sions will help me “redeem the time” (Eph. 5:16; Col. 4:5), and that I may be able 
at this time to have more influence for Truth and righteousness and reach more 
people by this means than by continuing to preach orally. I want to keep 
on teaching/preaching through The Scripturecache long after I’ve joined Lavonne 
and other faithful saints in the bosom of Abraham.  

I also want to give more attention to publicizing The Scripturecache thus attract-
ing much more “traffic.” It has far more potential than it has thus far realized. 
Since launching The Scripturecache about a year ago (replacing my original Scrip-
turecache), it has attracted visitors from 31 nations besides the US, including 
people from India, Pakistan, China, Indonesia, South Africa, Iraq, and Saudi Ara-
bia (the last two especially surprised me). This “traffic” has occurred with almost 
no publicity of the Website. Andy is planning to keep The Scripturecache going 
when I no longer can. 

Thank you for your understanding concerning these decisions. While these 
adjustments represent quite a change for me, I look forward to making the most 
of them. Words cannot adequately express my gratitude for your support and 
encouragement of my efforts, and of me, as I’ve preached both here and else-
where. These ten plus years have been among the most pleasant and gratifying 
of my life and work. Let us all continue to press forward in our daily lives and in 
our congregational efforts. 

—Dub McClish 
Denton, TX 

he preaching of the cross of Christ has always been imperative. Paul 
penned that “the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God” (1 Cor. 
1:18), and again we hear him say, “For I determined not to know any-

thing among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified” (2:2). The Gospel of 
Christ is God’s only power to save the lost (Rom. 1:16). It is God’s desire that all 
men, Jew and Gentile, be saved and “that He might reconcile them both to God 
in one body through the cross, thereby putting to death the enmity” (Eph. 2:16). 

God the Father and God the Son considered the church to be so important that 
Jesus Christ “humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even 
the death of the cross” (Phi. 2:8). The old-time Jerusalem message will always put 
the cross of Christ at the front and center of preaching. 

This fact can be clearly seen in the very first Gospel sermon preached on the 
day that the church of Christ was established as recorded in Acts chapter two. 
Notice: 
• What the Jews did TO the Savior: “…you have taken by lawless hands, have 

crucified and put to death” (Acts 2:23). 
• What the Father did FOR the Savior: “…Whom God raised up, having loosed 

the pains of death, because it was not possible that He should be held by it”    
(v. 24). “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made 
this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ…” (v. 36). 

• What you and I must do in order to obtain salvation OF the Savior: “…Men 
and brethren what shall we do? Then Peter said to them, repent and let every 
one of you be baptized [immersed] in the name of Jesus Christ for the remis-
sion of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (vv. 37b–38). 
Christ boldly claimed “And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all 

peoples to Myself” (John 12:32). Earlier, Christ had prophesied, “When you lift 
up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am He, and that I do nothing of 
Myself; but as My Father taught Me, I speak these things” (8:28). 

Let us, like Paul, be ever determined to teach and preach the powerful and 
precious message of Christ and Him crucified!  

 —Jess Whitlock 
 Denison, TX 

ne of the best-known Gospel preachers of the first half of last century 
was J. D. Tant. In about 1912 he was preaching in a Gospel meeting 
somewhere in south Texas and was baptizing a goodly number of 
people as they heard the message of truth so powerfully taught. Some 

ruffians decided to disrupt the meeting, and offered the “town clown” a side of 
ham and a bushel of corn if he would go forward at the meeting to be baptized, 
and come up from the water cursing. The brethren “got wind” of what was going 
to take place and anxiously warned Tant. He assured them that he would take 
care of it if it did occur and for them not to worry about it. 

As reported he would, the suborned man came forward amidst several other 
respondents. Closing the service under the old “brush arbor,” by lantern-light all 
made their way to the nearby creek for the baptisms. Tant baptized all the sincere 
folks first in a very meaningful way, saying something similar to what all Gospel 
preachers say when baptizing.  
After all the legitimate baptisms, he then said, “One more man has come tonight, 
and if he’ll now join me here in the creek, we will take care of this matter.” The 
man then waded out into chest-deep water to Tant with the ruffians mingled in 
the crowd looking on, all ready to laugh him to scorn when the man came up 

“Answer a Fool…” 
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