
The “Basics” 
nytime men stray very far from “the basics” in any field of endeavor, 
they fall far below their potential. A football team can have splendid 
athletes, but if it neglects crisp blocking and sure tackling it neutralizes 

its superior athletic ability. A move away from “the basics” in education three 
generations or so ago has produced a school system whose high school graduates 
have to take what amounts to another year of high school after they get to college 
to be anywhere near capable of college level courses. Colleges are graduating 
students who, in some cases, cannot read, comprehend, and/or write well 
enough to fill out a job application. Many in the church have moved away from 
individual and congregational spiritual “basics” in favor of various gimmicks, 
gadgets, and fads, trying to force church “growth” by human standards (usually 
borrowed from the denominational sources). 
 However, when we forsake “the basics” for the showy and sensational, we 
always pay a high price eventually. The kind of growth the Lord wants comes 
from implementing some rather ordinary and elementary principles that are in 
reach of every Christian. If we want personally to grow spiritually and if we 
want the church to experience true growth, I suggest we dust off the following 
“basics” if we have been neglecting them: 
1. Read your Bible daily. It is good to be zealous, but zeal without knowledge is 

often a very dangerous thing (Rom. 10:2–3). We can never learn too much of 
God’s Word (Psa. 119:11; 2 Pet. 3:18). 

2. Pray always. Make prayer a natural, consistent part of life, rather than a spe-
cial “religious exercise” (1 The. 5:17–18). We often faint because we do not 
pray (Luke 18:1). 

3. Live a pure life daily. We must keep ourselves pure from worldly stains        
(1 Tim. 4:12; 5:22; Jam. 1:27). Few things impede the Gospel more than the cor-
rupt life of a Christian (Mat. 5:13–16). 

4. Think and live evangelistically. “Honest and good” hearts yet exist (Luke 
8:15). Our words and/or deeds may turn a lost soul from the path of ruin. Be 
alert for opportunities to spread the Gospel; nothing is more “basic.”  

truth,” the church’s loyalty is to be to Christ, expressed by obedience to His Word 
(cf. 1 Tim. 3:15). The glory of the local church can be seen in the symbolic words 
of John. He described the seven churches of Asia as “seven golden candlesticks”  
(Rev. 1:11–12, 20). As gold is precious, so is the local church, and as a candlestick 
upholds light, so the local church is to uphold the light of the glorious Gospel of 
Christ. How beautiful and glorious is the local church! Let us be loyal and faith-
ful servants of Christ in the local church of Christ. “The churches of Christ salute 
you” (Rom. 16:16b).                                        

—Danny Douglas, Mount Pleasant, TN 
That you may know… 
Let us pray for… 
Alice Haddon—fighting cancer (Sheri’s friend) 
Ann Henderson—fighting cancer (Sheri’s aunt) 
Lester Kamp—fighting prostate cancer Gospel preacher, Denver, CO) 
Mike Mallett—fighting leukemia (a brother in Evant, TX) 
Dub McClish—recovering from 2 heart attacks, stent emplacements 
Lee Moses, his children, and all their family in the passing of Kelley Jo 
Llewelyn and Judy Reid—brother and sister in NJ, planning to move here 
Brian Ritter—fighting rare autoimmune disease (son of Rick Ritter, Gospel preacher) 
Jeff Simmons—“our boy” in the US Navy (Charleston, SC) 
Don Smith—faithful brother in Ohio prison, ordered to cease teaching fellow inmates 
Stephanie Tigner—who has been restored to Christ (Kourtney’s sister) 
Joshua Aidoo—Gospel preacher in Ghana we support 
Samuel Bagsangi—Gospel preacher in Philippines we support 
Danny Douglas—Gospel preacher in US we support 
Records you helped make last week… 
Bible Classes                                                                                                                                     23 
Sunday AM Worship                      29                                                                                                   
Sunday PM Worship                   19 
Wednesday PM Bible Class/Worship                                 18 
Contribution                                      $2,427.00  
Contribution average (2016)       $1,154.86 
Internet and YouTube Sermon broadcasts… 
• Both sermons each Sunday are broadcast, beginning at approximately 10:45–10:50 a.m. 

and 1:12–1:15 p.m., via Internet through our Website, www.northpointcoc.com. 
• Our YouTube channel at Northpoint Church of Christ has a growing collection of North-

point sermons available for viewing. 
Preachers        Dub McClish, Phil Smith 
Editor, The Lighthouse                            Dub McClish
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5. Invite others to worship assemblies and Bible classes. Tell others of our 
newspaper articles, our Website, and our Distance Learning Bible School. Car-
ry some of our “calling cards” with you. These things are so elementary we 
may overlook them. On behalf of Christ, let us say, “Come” (Rev. 22:17). 

6. Look for ways to serve others daily. Jesus gauges our greatness by our ser-
vice (Luke 22:26). Many disciples have forgotten we are here to serve, rather 
than to be served. 

7. Practice self-examination and self-discipline. As we are to do this concerning 
the Lord’s Supper (1 Cor. 11:28), so we are to do it in all things (2 Cor. 13:5). If 
Paul, the spiritual giant of the first century, had to practice self-discipline        
(1 Cor. 9:27), then we surely need to do so. 

 All things being equal, the church whose members faithfully practice these 
“basics” will grow spiritually and numerically. 

—Dub McClish 
Denton, TX 

n his book entitled, The Closing Of The American Mind, Allan Bloom wrote 
of the decadence that consumed German society in the 1930s. “...anything 
was possible for people who sang of the joy of the knife in cabarets. De-

cent people became used to hearing things about which they would have in the 
past been horrified to think, and which would not have been allowed public ex-
pression.” 

Bloom could have been writing of modern America. Sin that once would not 
have been allowed public expression is now not only condoned, but it has been 
given the stamp of approval by public officials. The U.S. Supreme Court has le-
galized sodomy [and sodomite “marriages,” DM]. Our nation has reached the 
same point as ancient Israel where evil was no longer considered evil, but good. 
Isaiah wrote of their decadence in these words: “Woe unto them that call evil 
good, and good evil” (Isa. 5:20). Their morality was turned upside down. What 
God called evil, they considered good, and what He called good, they considered 
evil. Again, as Bloom wrote, “decent people became used to hearing things about 
which they would have been in the past horrified to think, and which would not 
have been allowed public expression.” 

That’s the sordid picture of our society today. Sodomy is having a “field day” 
in this country. That sin, which was punishable by death in ancient times, and 
even in 19th century England, is now considered good. But according to God’s 
Word, it is still sin. The prohibition against this practice which brought about the 
destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, as recorded in Genesis 19, was stated in 
these words: “Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with womankind: it is an 
abomination” (Lev. 18:22). 

And the wages of sin is still death. That’s what Paul wrote in Romans 6:23. 
God’s order for sexual relations was established in the beginning and reaffirmed 
by Jesus. He said,  

CALLING Evil Good

Have ye not read that He which made them at the beginning made them 
male and female, and said, “For this cause shall a man leave father and 
mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh” (Mat. 
19:4–5).  
God initially made one man for one woman and one woman for one man and 

established His law of marriage upon that. 
It was the perversion of God’s order that introduced the plague of AIDS into 

the world, Not everyone who contracts AIDS is a sodomite, but this horrible dis-
ease originated among those who have chosen this sinful lifestyle, and they are 
responsible for its spread. Sodomy not only has deadly consequences in this life, 
but it will also prevent those who practice it from entering into eternal life.  

Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effem-
inate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, 
nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of 
God (1 Cor. 6:9–10). 
We ought to tremble when we consider that this sin (which once would have 

outraged decent people) is now legally sanctioned in our country. “Woe unto 
them that call evil good.” 

—Jerry C. Brewer 
Elk City, OK 

od’s design is for Christians to worship Him and work for Him in the 
local church. The local church is an important aspect in His eternal plan 
and purpose for the body of Christ, for which He died (Eph. 3:8–12; 5:25; 

Acts 20:28). In the local church, the wisdom of God can be seen. 
Each congregation is autonomous [self-governing, DM] and independent of all 

others (cf. Acts 14:23). The churches of Christ are not controlled by any earthly 
central governing board or authority. Thus, if one congregation falls away from 
the Faith, the others do not necessarily do so. The governing authority over the 
church is Christ in Heaven (Mat. 28:18; Phi. 3:20). Authorization for all that the 
church is to do and teach is found in His Word (cf. Col. 3:17; 2 John 9). 

After his conversion to Christ, when Saul (Paul) came to Jerusalem, “he as-
sayed to join himself to the disciples” (Acts 9:26a). He understood that when he 
went to a new locality, he was to work with the local church [i.e., “place member-
ship,” DM], which was made up of disciples or Christians (cf. Acts 11:26). 

Today, all Christians are to be a part of the Lord’s work in a local congregation 
that is faithful to Him. If there is no true church of Christ locally, then Christians 
there are to establish one. Today, no organization, school, or agency is to circum-
vent the local church. For example, no group of men comprising an educational 
institution is to interfere or intermeddle with the affairs of a local congregation of 
God’s people—although there are those who so do. 

Each local group of Christians comprising the body of Christ in a community is 
to follow the Word of God and uphold the Truth. Their first obligation is to 
Christ, Who is the Head (cf. Eph. 5:23; Col. 1:18). As the “pillar and ground of the 

I The Local Church  
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