
 Preaching on  History 
ne simple statement from Moses explains Egypt’s enslavement of Is-
rael and the order to slaughter the Hebrew boys at birth: “Now there 
arose a new king over Egypt, who knew not Joseph” (Exo. 1:8). Igno-
rance of national history left Pharaoh void of any basis of gratitude 

toward the dwellers in Goshen. George Santayana well stated the curse of histor-
ical ignorance in his famous quotation: “Those who do not learn from history are 
doomed to repeat it.” His observation is very pertinent to church history. 

The more I observe what some brethren are doing and saying, the more con-
vinced I become that the Lord's people do not know much about church history. 
One observes this phenomenon in the Old Testament, first in Israel’s wilderness 
wanderings. The period of the judges only accentuates it. Those ancients lived by 
cycles of murmuring and rebellion, followed by God’s judgments, their cries for 
mercy, and God’s deliverance. We read those historical accounts and marvel that 
they seemingly never learned from even their most immediate history.  

Just as they never learned, the Lord’s people in our times appear as impercep-
tive as those ancients. Surely, some of the things being tolerated and/or promot-
ed among brethren nowadays would not be taking place if more saints had a bet-
ter grasp of errors and innovations that have gone before. Thus preachers need to 
preach on church history far more than they have been doing in recent years to 
address this serious “knowledge gap.” Knowing church history will accomplish 
at least the following things: 
• One will see the church as Christ established it. Church history begins with 

the church’s establishment under the direction of the inspired apostles (John 
16:13; Acts 2:37–47). If men never see the simplicity of the original church (or 
once seeing it, they forget it), they will have no Biblical model. Our brethren 
need repeatedly to hear the grand old themes that reveal the church as the 
New Testament presents it (i.e., its terms of entrance, its unique features re-
garding worship, organization, designations, discipline, et al.). 

• One will understand the warnings about corrupting the church. The Lord 
built it just as He wanted it (Mat. 16:18; Eph. 3:10–11), and He intended for it to 

Any Christian singing this song and at the same time declaring that we cannot 
know we are saved, is not aware of his inconsistency, is hypocritical, or mentally 
unstable. In any case, the Lord’s Word has little or no effect on his thinking. 

A man that is an heretick after the first and second admonition reject; Knowing 
that he that is such is subverted, and sinneth, being condemned of himself (Tit. 
3:10–11). 

—David P. Brown 
Spring, TX 

That you may know… 
Let us pray for… 
William Donnelly—fighting cancer (Tonya’s co-worker) 
Alice Haddon—fighting cancer (Sheri’s friend) 
Ann Henderson—fighting cancer (Sheri’s aunt) 
Lester Kamp—fighting prostate cancer Gospel preacher, Denver, CO) 
Mike Mallett—fighting leukemia (a brother in Evant, TX) 
Dub McClish—recovering from 2 heart attacks, stent emplacements 
Lee Moses, his children, and all their family in the sudden passing of Kelley Jo 
Llewelyn and Judy Reid—brother and sister in NJ, planning to move here 
Brian Ritter—fighting rare autoimmune disease (son of Rick Ritter, Gospel preacher) 
Jeff Simmons—“our boy” in the US Navy (Charleston, SC) 
Don Smith—faithful brother in Ohio prison, ordered to cease teaching fellow inmates 
Stephanie Tigner—who has been restored to Christ (Kourtney’s sister) 
Joshua Aidoo—Gospel preacher in Ghana we support 
Samuel Bagsangi—Gospel preacher in Philippines we support 
Danny Douglas—Gospel preacher in US we support 
Records you helped make last week… 
Bible Classes                                                                                                                                     15 
Sunday AM Worship                      15                                                                                                   
Sunday PM Worship                   15    
Wednesday PM Bible Class/Worship                                 13 
Contribution                                         $920.00  
Contribution average (2016)       $1,057.00 
Internet and YouTube Sermon broadcasts… 
• Both sermons each Sunday are broadcast, beginning at approximately 10:45–10:50 a.m. 

and 1:12–1:15 p.m., via Internet through our Website, www.northpointcoc.com. 
• Our YouTube channel at Northpoint Church of Christ has a growing collection of North-

point sermons available for viewing. 
Preachers        Dub McClish, Phil Smith 
Editor, The Lighthouse                            Dub McClish
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ohn wrote: “These things have I written unto you that believe on the 
name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and 
that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God” (1 John 5:13). Confi-

dence (John 5:14) and assurance (1 John 3:19) are products of the foregoing 
verse. They are the birthright of the faithful (Heb. 12:14–16). Radiating from 
confidence and assurance is hope, which means: 

…favorable and confident expectation. It has to do with the unseen future, Rom. 
8:24,25. Hope (a) the happy anticipation of good (the most frequent significance) 
e.g., Titus 1:2; I Pet. 1:21; (b) the ground upon which hope is based, Acts 16:19; 
Col. 1:27, “Christ in you the hope of glory;” (c) the object upon which the hope 
is fixed, e.g., I Tim. 1:1 (W.E. Vine, An Expository Dictionary of New Testament 
Words, p. 232). 

 We may conclude that if one cannot know his salvation, it is then impossible to 
have confidence, assurance, and thereby hope. Without these we are no better off 
than the alien sinner (Eph. 2:12). 
 How sad when men are so self–willed, contentious and hard–hearted that they 
will deny the simple and plain teaching of 1 John 5:13. Assuredly it is pride and 
willful ignorance gone to seed! But, as if denying these spiritual blessings were 
not enough, some must publicly teach contrary to 1 John 5:13. Lamentably, they 
must be marked for the false teachers they are (2 The. 3:14–16). 
 From the comments above we understand better why some are always trou-
bled, perplexed, and distraught. They are sure of nothing and trust not the 
promises of Christ. Such is nothing less than refusing to take Christ at His Word. 
It is disbelief! 

Surely, the “eternal life” of 1 John 5:13 … is in promise. It is yet to be and it is 
conditional (Rev. 2:10), but we have no more evidence of what will be than we do 
of that which has been. It all rests on the truthfulness of Christ’s Word. We know 
our alien sins are forgiven by the same evidence that gives us knowledge pertain-
ing to our eternal inheritance (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 1 Cor. 15:58; 2 Tim. 1:12; 1 
Pet. 3:21; 1 John 1:7; 2:3–5, 29; 3:19–21; 5:11–14). How then is it possible to know 
the one and not the other? We might as well declare that one cannot know he is 
lost as to teach that one cannot know he is saved! The evidence for knowing ei-
ther one comes from the same Divine standard—the Bible (2 Tim. 3:16–17; 2 Pet. 
1:3–11). To all the doubters, we say with James and Peter: 

Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive 
with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls.… Where-
fore let them that suffer according to the will of God commit the keeping of 
their souls to him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator (Jam. 1:21; 1 Pet. 4:19). 

With these sentiments in mind, we can, with confidence, sing: 
I know that my Redeemer lives, and ever prays for me; 

I know eternal life He gives, From sin and sorrow free. 
I know that unto sinful men His saving grace is nigh; 

I know that he will come again to take me home on high. 

“That Ye May Know”

J

remain faithful to His pattern (Heb. 8:5–6). Church history, preached accu-
rately and fully, will emphasize countless warnings against tampering with 
the “seed of the kingdom,” from which the church of Christ springs (Luke 
8:11; Mat. 15:13; Gal. 1:7–9; et al.). 

• One will understand how men have corrupted the church. The New Testa-
ment contains ominous predictions and indicators of apostasy, some of which 
began in the apostolic age (1 Cor. 4:6; Gal. 1:6; Col. 2:8–9; 1 Tim. 4:1–5; 2 The. 
2:1–12; et al.). Church history from the second to the fifth centuries reveals 
the gradual, but utter departure from the Truth, producing popery and Ro-
manism. The history of the sixth through the fifteenth centuries testifies to 
how far men can go when they desert God’s will. A study of the sixteenth 
through the eighteenth centuries confirm that attempts at mere reform in re-
ligion are insufficient and profitless. 

• One will understand the essentiality of restoration. Nineteenth century his-
tory will thrill every Truth-lover as he sees the call for restoration of the first 
century church. One will also learn of the tragedy wrought when those who 
once cried for a “thus saith the Lord” abandoned the restoration principle, 
thus corrupting the church again. One will observe the same sad saga being 
repeated at present and—if he loves the Lord and His Word—will do all that 
he can to correct and withstand it. 

—Dub McClish  
Denton. TX 

Gospel Meeting 
     APRIL 3–6 

Sermon Topics 
4/3—9:30: “Selecting a Mate” 
       10:30: “Why Did Christ Die?” 
         1:30: “Attitudes in Worship” 
4/4—7:00: “What Everyone Should Know About     
                  the Bible” 
4/5—7:00: “Religion That Makes a Difference”
4/6—7:00: “If Any Man Come After Me”

Come—and invite others!

Andy McClish


