
  Beware of  Pride 
 olomon wrote: “The fear of Jehovah is to hate evil: Pride and arrogan-
cy…do I hate” (Pro. 8:13). The Bible condemns few sins more explicitly 
than pride. Passages abound demonstrating God’s abhorrence of it. Con-
trariwise, Scripture steadily urges upon its readers the lovely offsetting 

virtues of meekness, lowliness, and humility. Pride (like its evil cousins—envy 
and hatred) is detestable in others, but is sometimes hard even to detect in one-
self. It is born of naked selfishness and ever lurks just beneath the surface in 
every heart, ready to emerge unless kept under the tightest security of Truth and 
righteousness. 

Pride produced the problems concerning the use of spiritual gifts in Corinth. 
Some brethren there thought they were “Super Christians”; they could speak in 
tongues and others could “only” prophesy (1 Cor. 14:1–5). The great love chapter 
fully exposed the evil of such arrogance. Genuine love does not allow one to 
“vaunt” himself or be “puffed up” (1 Cor. 13:4). Vaunt means to brag or boast. 
Puffed up literally means to be inflated with pride and self-praise.  

One who constantly “blows his own horn” concerning his accomplishments 
has a serious pride problem. He is either an unmitigated egotist or he has such a 
low view of himself that he must always be convincing himself of his own worth. 
We all need to learn: “Let another man praise thee, and not thine own mouth; a 
stranger, and not thine own lips” (Pro. 27:2).  

Humble persons do not advertise their abilities or accomplishments, though 
they are many. In my several decades of working with various congregations as a 
Gospel preacher, I learned the “hard way” to be wary of a newcomer who begins 
almost immediately to ask for a class to teach and to boast of his or her abilities. 
Only great pride will cause one to insist upon a teaching/leadership role when 
one has not been asked or permitted to do so. The same is true of those who 
“campaign” and “politick” in their ambition to be an elder or deacon. Pride is 
bad enough in any Christian, but when an elder or preacher succumbs to it, trag-
ic consequences will almost certainly come upon the congregation. “Being lifted 
up with pride” disqualifies one from being an elder (1 Tim. 3:6).  

We are debtors to such men as…Campbell. No self-respecting man will ever 
make fun of what he did.  

Let us try to impress upon every person the all-sufficiency of God’s Word. If 
we need teaching, the Bible is the source whence it comes. If we go astray, as, 
doubtless, some of us will, we need reproof. But it is not enough simply to re-
prove. We still need correction and instruction in righteousness. In all that we 
need, the Bible is sufficient.  

—N.B. Hardeman, deceased  

That you may know… 
Let us pray for… 
William Donnelly—fighting cancer (Tonya’s co-worker) 
Alice Haddon—fighting cancer (Sheri’s friend) 
Ann Henderson—fighting cancer (Sheri’s aunt) 
Lester Kamp—fighting prostate cancer Gospel preacher, Denver, CO) 
Mike Mallett—fighting leukemia (a brother in Evant, TX) 
Dub McClish—recovering from 2 heart attacks, stent emplacements 
Lee Moses, his children, and all their family in the sudden passing of Kelley Jo 
Llewelyn and Judy Reid—brother and sister in NJ, planning to move here 
Brian Ritter—fighting rare autoimmune disease (son of Rick Ritter, Gospel preacher) 
Jeff Simmons—“our boy” in the US Navy (Charleston, SC) 
Don Smith—faithful brother in Ohio prison, ordered to cease teaching fellow inmates 
Stephanie Tigner—who has been restored to Christ (Kourtney’s sister) 
Joshua Aidoo—Gospel preacher in Ghana we support 
Samuel Bagsangi—Gospel preacher in Philippines we support 
Danny Douglas—Gospel preacher in US we support 
Records you helped make last week… 
Bible Classes                                                                                                                                     16 
Sunday AM Worship                      16                                                                                                   
Sunday PM Worship                   16 
Wednesday PM Bible Class/Worship                                 17 
Contribution                                         $779.00  
Contribution average (2016)       $1,068.42 
Internet and YouTube Sermon broadcasts… 
• Both sermons each Sunday are broadcast, beginning at approximately 10:45–10:50 a.m. 

and 1:12–1:15 p.m., via Internet through our Website, www.northpointcoc.com. 
• Our YouTube channel at Northpoint Church of Christ has a growing collection of North-

point sermons available for viewing. 
Preachers        Dub McClish, Phil Smith 
Editor, The Lighthouse                            Dub McClish
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he word Scripture simply means a writing, regardless of the kind or 
character. The Nashville Tennessean, The Nashville Banner, and other publi-
cations fulfill the demands of that word in its primary sense. That is why 

the apostle said: “Every scripture inspired of God is also profitable” (2 Tim. 3:16). 
There is not an idle word nor an empty phrase connected with any of the writ-
ings inspired of God. [Paul continues by saying]…every Scripture is profitable 
for four things. Note how comprehensive and inclusive they are: (1) for doctrine 
or teaching; (2) for reproof; (3) for correction; (4) for instruction in righteousness. 

You cannot imagine any condition or need of mankind but one or the other of 
these statements will adequately apply. Their completeness is in the fact that the 
man of God may be perfect—not perfect in morals, not perfect in character, but 
perfect in this respect, namely, that he is thoroughly, completely, furnished unto 
every good work [v. 17]. 

I wish this text would register with all who may chance to hear or read what 
Paul said. The all-sufficiency, the absolute adequacy, and adaptability of the Bible 
to meet all the demands of the human family are here emphasized. Christians 
believe that passage.… When I claim, therefore, to believe the Bible, I endorse all 
the statements as therein found. I mean to subscribe to all of its requirements, 
and to try to be governed by its teaching. Now for me to accept any such booklet 
as a ritual, handbook, manual, catechism, prayer book, confession of faith, disci-
pline, or whatnot, would deny my faith in the Scriptures which I have read. If the 
Bible thoroughly furnishes a man unto every good work, why have a supple-
mentary book? 

When the great infidel, Robert Owen, of New Lanark, Scotland, came to this 
country and challenged the clergy in our Southern Crescent City of New Orleans, 
they paid no attention to him. He waxed bolder and extended that challenge 
throughout America. And then it was that news of such came over the hills and 
across the vales to a young man teaching school at Bethany, West Virginia. He at 
once asked, “Who is this uncircumcised infidel that he should challenge the 
Word of the living God?” I presume that you know the sequel. Alexander Camp-
bell accepted the challenge and a great debate was on. It was held in Cincinnati 
in April 1829. Since that time infidelity has been on the defense, and it never has 
been able to uproot and destroy the Word of the Lord. 

Let me now ask, Why was it that the clergy, with all of their grand titles and 
much learning, refused to meet in public discussion the great infidel? The truth is 
they were conscious of the fact the Mr. Owen would say to them first of all: “You 
don’t accept the Bible yourself, because you have a human creed that evidences 
your lack of faith in the all-sufficiency of God’s Word.” Campbell had no creed to 
defend, and, hence, he was not creed-bound. The whole religious world owes a 
debt of gratitude to him whom some despise. Small sectarian preachers will try 
to belittle Alexander Campbell, when the truth is that if the least thought Camp-
bell ever had were to enter the little fellow’s head, it would explode like a bomb. 

Scripture: All-Sufficient 

T

I write not to discourage a humble desire and willingness to serve when 
called upon, but to expose the vainglory that exalts self and seeks to impose its 
bearer where he is neither qualified nor invited. Paul well described such pride: 
“Desiring to be teachers of the law, though they understand neither what they 
say, nor whereof they confidently affirm” (1 Tim. 1:7).  

Pride is doubtless at the root of the doctrinal defections of many of the noto-
rious change agents in the church over the past few decades (e.g., Rubel Shelly, 
Max Lucado, administrators and professors in various “Christian” universities, 
et al.). Except for pride, I also opine that our brother Dave Miller would have 
repented of his errors years ago, errors that have caused a deep fellowship 
chasm between brethren in recent years. Unable to admit their grievous mis-
take in defending and fellowshiping him, pride prevents numerous brethren 
from repenting of the sin of bidding him Godspeed (2 John 10–11). May we all 
remember Solomon’s inspired advice: “Pride goeth before destruction, And a 
haughty spirit before a fall” (Pro. 16:18). The first of the seven traits Jehovah 
finds abominable is “haughty eyes” (6:17). 

Pride or the vainglory of life is worldly behavior, and by means of it Satan 
has caused the fall of multitudes, beginning with mother Eve (Gen. 3:1–5). 

—Dub McClish  
Denton, TX 

~~§§§~~ 

Gospel Meeting 
     APRIL 3–6 

Sermon Topics 
4/3—9:30: “Selecting a Mate” 
       10:30: “Why Did Christ Die?” 
         1:30: “Attitudes in Worship” 
4/4—7:00: “What Everyone Should Know About     
                  the Bible” 
4/5—7:00: “Religion That Makes a Difference”
4/6—7:00: “If Any Man Come After Me”

Come—and invite others!

Andy McClish


