
 DID THEY DO RIGHTLY? 
he bulletin of another congregation announced that two members of the 
church had responded to the invitation on a Sunday morning. They 
publicly repented of forsaking the assembly of the saints. Did they do 

what was right? It is obvious that they had become convinced that forsaking the 
assembly of the Lord’s people is a sin. Were they correct in this conviction, or 
were they just being overly conscientious? 

Is it a sin to forsake (enkataleipo—abandon, leave) the public assemblies of the 
church? Hebrews 10:25 bears directly on this question: “Not forsaking the as-
sembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one an-
other: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.”  

If ignoring and disobeying a direct prohibition of inspired Scripture is sin, then 
it is a sin to forsake the assemblies of the church. (Note: Merely being absent is 
not necessarily the same as forsaking. One’s absence may be due to illness or 
other things beyond the absentee’s control; however, one who forsakes an as-
sembly has the ability to be present, but he intentionally chooses not to be 
present.) Many other principles besides the foregoing prohibition in Hebrews 
10:25 argue the sinfulness of thus behaving (e.g., Mat. 6:33; Acts 20:28; Eph. 5:25; 
2 Pet. 3:18; et al.). 

Of course, forsaking the assembly is actually only the symptom of deeper spiri-
tual problems. Those who choose to be elsewhere than with one’s brethren when 
they come together need to ask themselves some questions:  
• Do I truly love God and His Son?  
• Do I truly love the Word of God?  
• Do I truly love the church?  
• Do I truly love my brethren? 
• Do I truly want to go to Heaven?  
• Do I truly love lost souls?  
One cannot answer “yes” to these questions, continue to forsake the assemblies 
of the church, and remain honest.  

 in us.” The faithful child of God walks in righteousness because God’s Word is 
in him. The Word of God is the “seed” (Luke 8:11) that controls his life. David, 
the sweet singer of Israel, wrote: “Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might 
not sin against thee” (Psa. 119:11). If we “walk in the light” (i.e., if this is our con-
stant life pattern) and confess our sins, then the blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, 
keeps on cleansing us from all sin (1 John 1:7).  

—Ken Chumbley 
  Deceased 

That you may know… 
Let us pray for… 
William Donnelly—fighting cancer (Tonya’s co-worker) 
Alice Haddon—fighting cancer (Sheri’s friend) 
Ann Henderson—fighting cancer (Sheri’s aunt) 
Lester Kamp—fighting prostate cancer Gospel preacher, Denver, CO) 
Mike Mallett—fighting leukemia (a brother in Evant, TX) 
Dub McClish—recovering from 2 heart attacks, stent emplacements 
Lee Moses, his children, and all their family in the sudden passing of Kelley Jo 
Llewelyn and Judy Reid—brother and sister in NJ, planning to move here 
Brian Ritter—fighting rare autoimmune disease (son of Rick Ritter, Gospel preacher) 
Jeff Simmons—“our boy” in the US Navy (Charleston, SC) 
Don Smith—faithful brother in Ohio prison, ordered to cease teaching fellow inmates 
Stephanie Tigner—who has been restored to Christ (Kourtney’s sister) 
Joshua Aidoo—Gospel preacher in Ghana we support 
Samuel Bagsangi—Gospel preacher in Philippines we support 
Danny Douglas—Gospel preacher in US we support 
Records you helped make last week… 
Bible Classes                                                                                                                                     14 
Sunday AM Worship                      15                                                                                                   
Sunday PM Worship                   14 
Wednesday PM Bible Class/Worship                                 16 
Contribution                                         $847.00  
Contribution average (2016)       $1,094.73 
Internet and YouTube Sermon broadcasts… 
• Both sermons each Sunday are broadcast, beginning at approximately 10:45–10:50 a.m. 

and 1:12–1:15 p.m., via Internet through our Website, www.northpointcoc.com. 
• Our YouTube channel at Northpoint Church of Christ has a growing collection of North-

point sermons available for viewing. 
Preachers        Dub McClish, Phil Smith 
Editor, The Lighthouse                            Dub McClish
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n erring brother is one who, at one time was a faithful Christian but one 
who has now erred from the Truth. 
Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and one convert him; Let 

him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way 
shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins (Jam. 5:19–
20). 

One who errs could be an elder, a deacon, a preacher, or any other member of 
the church. Sadly, in the day in which we live, it seems that many preachers and 
elders find themselves in the situation of being erring brethren, either because of 
their having embraced false teaching or because of their fellowship with a known 
false teacher who has not repented and turned from his error. These elders and 
preachers, by upholding the impenitent false teacher, are in violation of John’s 
announcement: 

Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath 
not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father 
and the Son. If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, re-
ceive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed: For he that bid-
deth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds (3 John 9–11). 

Note that James stated above regarding the erring brother: He is a “sinner” 
who is guilty of “a multitude of sins.” Having erred from the Truth, such an one 
needs to be “converted” to the Truth and to faithfulness. And we should do all 
we can to convert such ones. 

The opposite of the erring brother is the faithful one. The faithful Christian is 
one who does not practice sin or walk in sin. Note another passage from John: 
“Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: 
and he cannot sin, because he is born of God” (1 John 3:9). This does not mean 
that it is impossible for one “born of God,” a faithful Christian, to commit even a 
single act of sin. To conclude such would place one in conflict with what John 
had previously stated in the same epistle:  

But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one 
with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all 
sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not 
sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us (1 John 1:7–10). 

We note that if a Christian says he never commits even a single act of sin, he is 
self-deceived and “the truth is not in him.” Further, such a claim accuses God of 
lying— because He says that we do sin. 
However, the faithful Christian does not continue to live a life of sin. This is pre-
cisely what is indicated by the tense of the Greek verb, translated “sin” in the 
phrase, he cannot sin: he cannot not keep on sinning (1 John 3:9). If one continues 
to live a life of sin, it also means, as the inspired John states: God’s “word is not 

“If Any of You Do Err…”  

A

It is sad to see the stubbornness with which some saints seem determined to 
commit this sin. Such might be expected of a babe in Christ who is still trying 
to change deeply embedded habits of the past. One is grievously ill spiritually 
who has been a Christian for 10, 20, or 30 years or more and he has not learned 
this elementary principle of the Lord’s will. Some of these are not about to 
come except one hour on Sunday morning, despite classes taught, sermons 
preached, and exhortations given.  

Related to the foregoing, what is the logic (or Scriptural basis) of using such 
men as prayer-leaders, song-leaders, and servers at the Lord’s table as if they 
were spiritually sound? What message does this send to the forsaker and to 
young people and new converts? Further, some who are generally present 
every time the church meets will nevertheless let circumstances (e.g., weather, 
being “tired,” having unexpected visitors, et al.) keep them home from the 
church’s meetings that do not keep them from going to work, going to school, 
going shopping, or engaging in other activities the next day.  

What will these brethren say to the Christ who died for them when they meet 
Him at The Judgment? What will He say to them? The couple described in our 
opening words above did exactly what the Scriptures teach us to do when we 
sin publicly—repent and ask forgiveness publicly (Acts 8:22). Brethren every-
where who are guilty of this sin should follow their noble example. 

—Dub McClish 
Denton, TX 

Gospel Meeting 
     APRIL 3–6 

Sermon Topics 
4/3—9:30: “Selecting a Mate” 
       10:30: “Why Did Christ Die?” 
         1:30: “Attitudes in Worship” 
4/4—7:00: “What Everyone Should Know About     
                  the Bible” 
4/5—7:00: “Religion That Makes a Difference”
4/6—7:00: “If Any Man Come After Me”

Come—and invite others!

Andy McClish


