
 Conversion 
esus said: “Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye 
shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven” (Mat. 18:3, KJV). It is thus 
imperative that we comprehend and fulfill the requirements of conver-
sion to Christ. 

Convert is from a Greek word that means to change, to turn from one way to 
another. It involves acting rather than passively waiting to be acted upon. The 
New Testament reveals three distinct areas of change and three distinct behaviors 
that produce them in Gospel conversion: 
1. Faith changes one’s conviction. Consider an unbeliever who has given little or 

no thought to the existence of God or to the claims of Christ. He knows that his 
car, house, watch, and computer are all products of careful and intelligent de-
sign, engineering, and production. He thinks of his own body and the universe 
and applies the same correct reasoning concerning them. He begins reading 
the Bible and sees it saying, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth” (Gen. 1:1). He reads in the Gospel accounts of Jesus’ amazing miracles 
and is convinced that He is the Son of God (John 20:30–31). His faith takes 
deep root as he continues to read (Rom. 10:17); his conviction has turned from 
unbelief to faith. This step is the necessary beginning of conversion, and only 
when it is present in the heart will one be prompted to continue down the road 
to conversion. It is not possible to please God apart from faith (Heb. 11:6). 
However, there is no real conversion apart from a change of life: “even so faith 
apart from works is dead” (Jam. 2:26b), which “works” include repentance. 
The one who truly believes will not be ashamed to confess His faith in Jesus as 
the Christ, the Son of God (Rom. 10:9–10). 

2. Repentance changes one’s mind and life. Repentance refers to a change of 
mind and will—a decision to change directions. This life-change is not repen-
tance, but the natural fruit of the sincere change of the mind and will. Real 
faith produces real repentance, which produces change of behavior. The afore-
said believer reads of God’s goodness and weeps over his own godless life 
(Rom. 2:5; 2 Cor. 7:10). This stirs his determination to cease all sinful behavior 

counsel of God without preaching that which is controversial, at least with some 
persons. In the second place, such sentiment is directly opposed to the sentiment 
(and actions) enjoined upon men in Jude 3! Since no one can defend the faith 
without presenting sound arguments, then it is obvious that Jude 3 demands that 
men both recognize and honor the Law of Rationality 

—Thomas B. Warren 
Deceased 

That you may know… 
Let us pray for… 
William Donnelly—fighting cancer (Tonya’s co-worker) 
Alice Haddon—fighting cancer (Sheri’s friend) 
Ann Henderson—fighting cancer (Sheri’s aunt) 
Lester Kamp—fighting prostate cancer Gospel preacher, Denver, CO) 
Mike Mallett—fighting leukemia (a brother in Evant, TX) 
Dub McClish—recovering from 2 heart attacks, stent emplacements 
Lee Moses, his children, and all their family in the sudden passing of Kelley Jo 
Llewelyn and Judy Reid—brother and sister in NJ, planning to move here 
Brian Ritter—fighting rare autoimmune disease (son of Rick Ritter, Gospel preacher) 
Jeff Simmons—“our boy” in the US Navy (Charleston, SC) 
Don Smith—faithful brother in Ohio prison, ordered to cease teaching fellow inmates 
Stephanie Tigner—who has been restored to Christ (Kourtney’s sister) 
Joshua Aidoo—Gospel preacher in Ghana we support 
Samuel Bagsangi—Gospel preacher in Philippines we support 
Danny Douglas—Gospel preacher in US we support 
Records you helped make last week… 
Bible Classes                                                                                                                                     15 
Sunday AM Worship                      19                                                                                                   
Sunday PM Worship                   19 
Wednesday PM Bible Class/Worship                                 13 
Contribution                                      $1,634.00  
Contribution average (2016)       $1,119.50 
Internet and YouTube Sermon broadcasts… 
• Both sermons each Sunday are broadcast, beginning at approximately 10:45–10:50 a.m. 

and 1:12–1:15 p.m., via Internet through our Website, www.northpointcoc.com. 
• Our YouTube channel at Northpoint Church of Christ has a growing collection of North-

point sermons available for viewing. 
Preachers        Dub McClish, Phil Smith 
Editor, The Lighthouse                            Dub McClish
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ude instructed men to “contend earnestly for the faith which was once for 
all delivered unto the saints” (Jude 3). There are many men now living— 
quite a number of whom are members of the Lord’s true church—who 
hold that it is simply not Christ-like to contend for the faith. But this 

passage corrects that erroneous claim. To “contend earnestly for the faith” is to 
strive in combat, to engage in a fight, and such like, and, since earnestly carries 
the idea of intensification, it is clear that Jude 3 teaches that men are to fight with 
great intensity for the Truth and against error.  

Obviously, this does not mean that Christ wants men to engage in petty quar-
rels. He does not wish that men should wrangle for the sake of strife. Such activi-
ty must grow out of a heart that is filled with selfishness, haughtiness, and pride. 
But one can be humble, loving, kind, and deeply concerned for the cause of 
Christ and for the souls of men while fighting desperately for the Truth of the 
Gospel. Jesus did. Peter did. Paul did. And so did many other faithful men dur-
ing New Testament days. And so have many men who have lived in our day. Of 
course, there are many people who have a perverted sense of love and kindness 
and a distorted sense of what it means to be Christ-like.  

Such people are severely critical of those who spend most of their lives in do-
ing what the Holy Spirit, through Jude, enjoins men to do. But faithful men must 
not allow themselves to be intimidated into becoming unfaithful no matter how 
unpleasant the criticism of liberal, modernistic thinkers may become. Rather, one 
must remember not only such persons as Jesus, Peter, and Paul, but also men 
such as Stephen, who disputed with the Jews and put them to rout by his argu-
ments which proved that what he was preaching was of God the Father. (Acts 
6:9–10; 7:51–60). Stephen spoke very strongly and argued cogently. Yet, it seems 
hardly likely that any mere man loved his audience more than did he. Even as 
men were stoning his life’s blood from him, Stephen prayed, “Lord, lay not this 
sin to their charge” (v. 60). This writer challenges any man to show greater love.  

In spite of the pseudo-optimistic attitude of many people, there are teachers of 
false doctrine in this world and there are doctrines being taught which will cause 
those who believe and obey them to be lost (2 The. 1:7–9). There are preachers 
and elders in the Lord’s church who teach error on fundamental doctrines—doc-
trines about which one must be right in order to be saved. Such men must be op-
posed, and those outside of the church who teach error must also be opposed. It 
is a grievous error to suppose that by merely pretending that there are no false 
teachers and there are no false doctrines, God’s pleasure will rest upon us if we 
do nothing about false doctrines and false teachers.  

Many Christians, it seems, adopt a “holier-than-thou” attitude simply on the 
ground that they—in contrast to some others—never engage in any kind of con-
troversy. The late B.C. Goodpasture once told me about a preacher who said to 
him, referring to the pulpit work with a certain congregation, “as long as I am in 
this pulpit, nothing controversial will ever be preached.” There are a number of 
things wrong with this statement. In the first place, no one can preach the whole 

“Contend EARNESTLY…”  
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and live so as to please God. He begins to “Bring forth…fruit worthy of re-
pentance” (Mat. 3:8). Repentance is essential in conversion, for without it one 
will perish (Luke 13:3). However, the guilt of one’s past sins still separate 
him from God at this point. 

3. Baptism changes one’s relationship with God. Peter commanded believers 
on Pentecost, “repent ye and be baptized …unto the remission of your 
sins” (Acts 2: 37–38, ASV). Until they did so the guilt of their sins still sepa-
rated them from God. Baptism is necessary because Christ ordained it as the 
act in which His sin-cleansing blood washes the sinner of his guilt (Acts 22: 
16; Rom. 6:3; Heb. 9:22; Rev. 7:14). Only after baptism is one saved and fully 
converted (Mark 16:16; John 3:5; Acts 22:16). When one is thus converted, the 
Lord saves him and adds him to His church (Acts 2:47).  
These constitute the elements of conversion to Christ for all mankind since 

Jesus’ death on the cross. Any claimed “conversion” apart from them is coun-
terfeit, regardless of the sincerity of the “convert.” Let us herald this message of 
salvation to all the world. 

—Dub McClish 
                              Denton, TX 

~~§§§~~
“Honk if you love Jesus; Text while driving if you want to meet Him.” 

Gospel Meeting 
     APRIL 3–6 

Sermon Topics 
4/3—9:30: “Selecting a Mate” 
       10:30: “Why Did Christ Die?” 
         1:30: “Attitudes in Worship” 
4/4—7:00: “What Everyone Should Know About     
                  the Bible” 
4/5—7:00: “Religion That Makes a Difference”
4/6—7:00: “If Any Man Come After Me”

Come—and invite others!

Andy McClish


