
What Is Faith? 
aith is one of the most frequently found words in the Bible. It is also one 
of the most misunderstood and abused Biblical words. The Bible re-
quires that all who would be saved from the condemnation of sin must 

have faith/believe in God:  
And without faith it is impossible to be well pleasing unto him; for he that cometh to 
God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that seek after him (Heb. 
11:6).  
Also, Jesus said that salvation depends upon believing in Him: “For except ye 

believe that I am he, ye shall die in your sins” (John 8:24). But what is the mean-
ing of faith as the Bible uses the term? Determining what faith is not may help us 
understand what it is.  
• It is not mere wishful thinking, a mere “pie-in-the-sky” desire wherein one 

wishes something to be so to such a degree he convinces himself it is so.  
• It is not a leap-in-the-dark theory about the existence of God, the Deity of Je-

sus, or the destiny of Heaven without reason or evidence to substantiate it 
(unfortunately, many who profess faith have little better concept of it them-
selves). 

• Biblical faith is not belief in something or (someone) in spite of evidence to the 
contrary (an apt description of evolutionary theory). Rather, Biblical faith rests 
upon credible evidence.  

• Biblical faith is not mere probability that God exists, Christ is His Son, or the 
Bible is Their Word. This view amounts to the uncertain quicksands of agnosti-
cism.      

• Biblical faith is not distinct from knowledge, as if “faith” begins where “know-
ledge” ends and proceeds into an un-knowable “twilight zone.”  

• Biblical faith is not mere intellectual acceptance of one or more Biblical doc-
trines in relation to salvation (e.g., the Deity of Jesus). Such conviction is the 
beginning point of salvation—not its end. Jesus said: "He that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved; but he that disbelieveth shall be condemned" (Mark 
16:16).     

5. Am I often too sick for worship or Bible class, but I’m up bright and early for 
work the next day? 

6. Are my best friends strong Christians or are they in the weak and non-Christ-
ian category? 
You could easily add more, but the point is hard to miss. Mrs. Alston spoke of 

the importance of putting the Lord and His church first, and we have certainly 
seen the way the Lord emphasized that many times. 

—Johnny Oxendine 
San Mateo, CA 

That you may know… 
Let us pray for… 
Alice Haddon—fighting cancer (Sheri’s friend) 
Ann Henderson—fighting cancer (Sheri’s aunt) 
Lester Kamp—fighting prostate cancer Gospel preacher, Denver, CO) 
Mike Mallett—fighting leukemia (a brother in Evant, TX) 
Dub McClish—recovering from 2 heart attacks, stent emplacements 
Lee Moses, his children, and all their family in the sudden passing of Kelley Jo 
Llewelyn and Judy Reid—brother and sister in NJ, planning to move here 
Brian Ritter—fighting rare autoimmune disease (son of Rick Ritter, Gospel preacher) 
Jeff Simmons—"our boy" in the US Navy (Charleston, SC) 
Don Smith—faithful brother in Ohio prison, ordered to cease teaching fellow inmates 
Stephanie Tigner—who has been restored to Christ (Kourtney’s sister) 
Joshua Aidoo—Gospel preacher in Ghana we support 
Samuel Bagsangi—Gospel preacher in Philippines we support 
Danny Douglas—Gospel preacher in US we support 
Records you helped make last week… 
Bible Classes                                                                                                                                       9 
Sunday AM Worship                        9                                                                                                   
Sunday PM Worship                     9 
Wednesday PM Bible Class/Worship                                 12 
Contribution                                         $755.00  
Contribution average (2016)       $1,162.33 
Internet and YouTube Sermon broadcasts… 
• Both sermons each Sunday are broadcast, beginning at approximately 10:45–10:50 a.m. 

and 1:12–1:15 p.m., via Internet through our Website, www.northpointcoc.com. 
• Our YouTube channel at Northpoint Church of Christ has a growing collection of North-

point sermons available for viewing. 
Preachers        Dub McClish, Phil Smith 
Editor, The Lighthouse                            Dub McClish
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What then is Biblical faith? It involves belief, trust, and conviction based upon 
evidence. The nearest thing in the Bible to a definition of faith is the following: 
“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen” (Heb. 11:1). Substance and evidence are strong words of certainty regarding 
our faith in God and His Son, though we cannot experience Them empirically 
(i.e., by physical sight, touch, etc.) while we live in this physical world. Neverthe-
less, sufficient evidence exists to prove that the hoped-for things revealed in the 
Bible are real. God does not ask us to “believe” in eternal and spiritual verities 
merely because we want them to exist. God and His Son have never asked any-
one to believe anything They have said without providing sufficient evidence 
to warrant our faith.     
 The source of this evidence is the Bible’s record of the miraculous manifesta-
tions with which God empowered His messengers to confirm their message:  

How shall we escape, if we neglect so great a salvation? which having at the first been 
spoken through the Lord, was confirmed unto us by them that heard; God also bear-
ing witness with them, both by signs and wonders, and by manifold powers, and by 
gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to his own will (Heb. 2:3–4).  

John pinpointed the ultimate purpose of this evidence:  
Many other signs therefore did Jesus in the presence of the disciples, which are not 
written in this book: but these are written that ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God; and that believing ye may have life in his name (John 20:30–31). 

     —Dub McClish 
     Denton, TX 

en are prone to go to extremes. This has always been true. Paul seems to 
have been guarding against this tendency when he wrote, "Despise not 
prophesyings; prove all things; hold fast that which is good" (1 The. 

5:20–21). In his day, there were those who claimed to “prophesy” by the Spirit, 
and did; and there were those who claimed to “prophesy” by the Spirit and did 
not. The result was that, at least, some “despised” all “prophesyings” by reason 
of the false claims of the pretenders. Such a wholesale rejection of all “prophesy-
ings” was unreasonable and unsafe. It was wrong. It is not right either to reject 
the true because some is false or to accept the false because some is true. Paul 
indicated the safe course: “Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.” If there 
had been no evil mixed with the good, the admonition to “prove all things” and 
to “hold fast that which is good” would not have been necessary. 

What is the meaning of the word prove? It signifies to try, to put to the test. The 
word is employed elsewhere in the New Testament in this sense (Luke 14:19). It 
means that we should examine everything we hear before we receive it or reject 
it, as the case may be. At this point, Adam Clarke wrote:  

Whatever ye hear in these “prophesyings” or preachings, examine by the Words of 
Christ, and by the doctrines which, from time to time, we have delivered unto you in 
our preaching and writings. Try the spirits—the…teachers—by the Word of God. 

"Prove all THINGS . . ."

In the words of the prophet, “To the law and to the testimony! if they speak not 
according to this word, it is because there is no light in them” (Isa. 8:20). The 
conduct of the Bereans was in keeping with the spirit of the command under 
consideration, for we read, “Now these were more noble than those in Thessa-
lonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of the mind, examining 
the scriptures daily, whether these things were so” (Acts 17:11, ASV). The people 
of Berea put what they heard to the test, using the Scriptures as their standard of 
examination. They acted rightly and wisely. 

Why will people not do the same today? It is common for the message of a mo-
dern preacher to be accepted without thought, testing, or investigation by those 
who are his friends religiously, and just as common for the same message to be 
rejected, without consideration, by his prejudiced religious enemies. These two 
unreasonable extremes are two of the most unmitigated curses of Christendom. 

Let it be observed that this passage which allows the right also enjoins the 
duty of proving, testing, and investigating what is heard. It does not permit one 
to be an indifferent and passive listener. This some seem to prefer. They attend 
the services, not to be taught, not to bring into use any faculty of discernment or 
testing, but to be impressed, and that without effort on their part. 

“Beloved, believe not every spirit, but prove the spirits, whether they are of 
God; because many false prophets are gone out into the world” (1 John 4:1, ASV). 
All professed Christians should endeavor to be “fullgrown men, even those who 
by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern good and evil” (Heb. 5:14). 

—B.C. Goodpasture  
Deceased 

will be forever grateful to a lady by the name of Gertha Alston? Why? Be-
cause she said something to me before I obeyed the Gospel that still res-
onates in my mind when we are discussing certain passages of Scripture. 

Without going into the word for word, she said to make sure that the person you 
are interested in puts the Lord first. 

I thought about this again, not just in the context she spoke it (which would 
only make perfect sense that a faithful Christian would look first at the spiritual 
personality as a primary consideration), and then added some other things we 
think/do that should demand the same conscientiousness: 
1. Do I think of my responsibility to the Lord when considering a job? Will it 

interfere? 
2. Do I think of the Lord first when considering my vacations? Do I make sure 

that I will be able to worship with sound congregations and not just with 
whichever one is available? 

3. Is God first when I look for a place to live (or relocate), or does the place and 
price determine what I do? 

4. Do people who visit me attend the worship (and classes) with me—or do we 
just come in the morning and run off to meet them/pick them up/show them 
the area and miss evening services? 

Put the Lord First  

M I


