
Early Postmodernism 
he prevailing philosophy of the present is “Postmodernism.” To mention 
postmodernism implies its antecedent, modernism. Modernism attempts to 
explain all things by nature and natural processes. It arose in 19th-centu-

ry Germany, about the time Darwin published his anti-Biblical, God-denying 
theories. Its blood brother is secular humanism.  

Modernists deny the occurrence of the miracles recorded in the Bible  (they 
“explain” them all away as “natural” phenomena). They deny both the existence 
of and the need for revelation (one can discover all the “truth” he needs through 
human philosophy and mere human reason). Modernistic propaganda has dom-
inated the major U.S. theological schools and denominations for more than a cen-
tury, destroying the Biblical faith of multiplied millions.  

Modernism treats all religion as superstition and seeks to “free” men from such 
“hang-ups.” Postmodernism freely accepts any and all religions—as long as none 
make exclusive or universal truth-claims. (Herein lies the basis of the postmod-
ernists’ outright hatred of the Bible. Of course, if they were consistent they would 
possess the same intolerance for Islam because of its exclusive claims. But incon-
sistency and double standards have never been hurdles to liberals of whatever 
hue, including postmodernists.) Postmodernism is the “favorite son” of Political 
Correctness. Widespread acceptance of postmodernism explains the alarming 
moral degradation of our times. 

Postmodernism screams pluralism, giving all religious/ethical systems “moral 
equivalence.” Thus two propositions may diametrically contradict each other 
and both constitute “truth”—so long as neither claims his position alone is right 
and all others are wrong (never mind that “Dr. Postmodernist” makes this very 
exclusive and universal claim for his position). 

Ironically, the seeds of postmodernism were in the soil of religion even before 
modernism. Some very old religious slogans well illustrate an “early postmod-
ernism,” among them the following: 
•“It makes no difference what one believes as long as he is sincere.” This inanity 
was invented to justify the plethora of Protestant denominational names, creeds, 

consider the heavenly bodies and their far-flung orbits, not a one has had a 
“wreck,” nor have they been “late.” In fact, we can even tell time by their move-
ments to the barest fraction of a second. Astronomers can also tell to the dot 
when a planet or a comet will appear, even years in advance. Do you say they are 
governed by law? There must be a supreme Lawgiver behind the law.  

—Allen E. Johnson 
Deceased 

  ~~§§§~~ 

That you may know… 
Let us pray for… 
Alice Haddon—fighting cancer (Sheri’s friend) 
Ann Henderson—fighting cancer (Sheri’s aunt) 
Lester Kamp—fighting prostate cancer Gospel preacher, Denver, CO) 
Mike Mallett—fighting leukemia (a brother in Evant, TX) 
Dub McClish—recovering from 2 heart attacks, stent emplacements 
Lee Moses, his children, and all their family in the sudden passing of Kelley Jo 
Llewelyn and Judy Reid—brother and sister in NJ, planning to move here 
Brian Ritter—fighting rare autoimmune disease (son of Rick Ritter, Gospel preacher) 
Jeff Simmons—“our boy” in the US Navy (Charleston, SC) 
Don Smith—faithful brother in Ohio prison, ordered to cease teaching fellow inmates 
Stephanie Tigner—who has been restored to Christ (Kourtney’s sister) 
Joshua Aidoo—Gospel preacher in Ghana we support 
Samuel Bagsangi—Gospel preacher in Philippines we support 
Danny Douglas—Gospel preacher in US we support 
Records you helped make last week… 
Bible Classes                                                                                                                                     18 
Sunday AM Worship                      18                                                                                                   
Sunday PM Worship                   19 
Wednesday PM Bible Class/Worship                              n/a 
Contribution                                         $899.00  
Contribution average (2016)       $1,100.75 
Internet and YouTube Sermon broadcasts… 
• Both sermons each Sunday are broadcast, beginning at approximately 10:45–10:50 a.m. 

and 1:12–1:15 p.m., via Internet through our Website, www.northpointcoc.com. 
• Our YouTube channel at Northpoint Church of Christ has a growing collection of North-

point sermons available for viewing. 
Preachers        Dub McClish, Phil Smith 
Editor, The Lighthouse                            Dub McClish
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and practices, all claiming to spring from and belong to the Christ. (Obviously, 
its mouthers didn’t really believe it, for it was never [until recently] applied to 
the sincere Buddhist, Muslim, or Hindu—now those pagan religions are OK, 
too.) Contrary to the slogan, however, the Bible says that what one believes 
makes all the difference. It was Saul’s perverted belief that caused him to sin-
cerely persecute the saints (Acts 23:1). Must one believe in Jesus as God’s Son 
(“Except ye believe that I am he, ye shall die in your sins” [John 8:24])? God’s 
judgment is upon any who believe a “different gospel” (Gal. 1:6–9). 

• “One church is as good as another.” As above, this bromide sought/seeks to 
justify denominational diversity among professed believers. Postmodernism 
simply applies it to religion in general. The Bible renders both applications of it 
false. Jesus built, died for, and bought only one church (Mat. 16:18; Eph. 5:25; 
Acts 20:28).  Only one—the one revealed in and that yet follows the New Tes-
tament—is His (Eph. 1:22–23; 4:4–6). Only when human religious organizations 
are in view is “one church as good as another”—at least regarding salvation. 
All of them fall outside the pale of the church Jesus built (Mat. 16:18) and pur-
chased (Acts 20:28), to which He adds those who are saved (Acts 2:41, 47), and 
which He will eventually deliver up to the Father for the endless bliss of Heav-
en (1 Cor. 15:21). 

 Many human philosophies have arisen that contradict the Bible, but none more 
than postmodernism (whether in embryo form or in its full maturity) strikes at 
the very foundation of God’s revelation to mankind. As the Lord’s people, we 
must continue to set forth the one and only true and reliable standard for man’s 
religious and moral behavior. 

—Dub McClish 
Denton, TX 

  
he voice of the people is the voice of God” is the translation of the an-
cient Latin expression serving as the title of this article. In a democracy 
such a sentiment sounds good. Especially does it soothe the ear in a 

society that is permeated with Humanism.  
When one examines God’s infallible will, he immediately notices that most of 

the time most of the people are not in sympathy with the Truth of God. More 
than this is the fact that the Bible reveals that God’s people are very rarely con-
tent to remain submissive to His will over any extended period of time. Just six 
chapters into the Bible (and some 1500 years from the creation) God is pleased 
with only eight people out of the whole human race (Gen. 6:5–6).  

Concerning God’s chosen people of the Old Testament, the Israelites, God said 
of them at the time of the golden calf incident: “I have seen this people, and, be-
hold, it is a stiffnecked people” (Exo. 32:1–9).  

Paul warned that some members of the church would conduct themselves ac-
cording to the aforementioned phrase, with not a few elders and preachers in the 
lead (Acts 20:28–31; 1 Tim. 4:1ff; 2 Tim. 4:1–4)! A great apostasy resulted there-

Vox POPULI, Vox Dei

from, and there is not any indication that mankind, in the church or out of it, has 
changed. That is, man has yet to learn that the voice of the people is not the voice 
of God.  

Can you imagine the Campbells, Barton W. Stone, and others of their character 
holding the view that the preachers of their day should settle the matter of what 
constitutes the final authority in religious matters so that they would know what 
to preach? It is obvious that the voice of preachers in and of itself alone is not any 
more the voice of God than is the voice of the people.  

It is still true that the Bereans were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in 
that they received the Word with all readiness of mind, and searched the Scrip-
tures daily, whether those things were so (Acts 17:11; cf. 2 Tim. 2:15).  

Yes, all of us have benefitted and will continue to benefit from those who have 
gone before us in their studies. Surely no one is opposed to such benefits and 
blessings in the least, but that is not the point under consideration. My point is 
just this: The majority position on any subject does not in and of itself make it 
right! When the church and the world understand that point they will know why 
the Bereans were called “noble” by God and they will understand Acts 17:11.  

Faithful elders, Gospel preachers, and other members of the Lord’s church 
have long withstood the attempts at intimidation and threats coming from the 
world and human churches when such people have attempted to get God’s faith-
ful to water down the Gospel that the masses might be pleased. Vox populi, vox 
Dei is Satan’s formula and has no place among the faithful of God. Let us strive 
to make the voice of God the voice of the people. Our plea, therefore, is: “If any 
man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God” (1 Pet. 4:11), “For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation” (Rom. 
1:16), “But speak thou the things which become sound doctrine” (Tit. 2:1), and 
“Prove all things; hold fast that which is good” (1 The. 5:21)  

—David P. Brown 
Spring, TX  

avid said in the long ago, “The heavens declare the glory of God; and 
the firmament showeth his handiwork” (Ps. 19:l). The heavens declare 
the power of God. Think for a moment of the giant planets, suns, and 

stars riding in space. What holds them there? Why, the “law of gravity,” someone 
says. But can you talk about the law of gravity and ignore the Lawmaker behind 
the law? The heavens declare the wisdom of God. When we look at a charted 
map of the heavens and see the millions of heavenly bodies with their myriads of 
orbits, some of them so vast that the human brain is staggered in contemplating 
them, yet there is no clashing of these bodies, everyone of them stays on its orbit, 
we are overwhelmed with the wisdom of it. Only intelligent wisdom could per-
form such a feat.  

The heavens declare the glory of God in their relationship to law. We think it 
wonderful that men can work out schedules for vast networks of railroads. When 
man does it, he errs sometimes and trains have wrecks or are late. But when you 

Law Implies a LAWGIVER  
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