
Did Jesus Fail? 
he vastly popular theological system of premillennialism advances the 
following theses: 
•  The Jews of Jesus’ day “surprised” God the Father by rejecting Jesus, 

His Son and their Messiah. 
• This rejection prevented Jesus’ from establishing the earthly kingdom He in-

tended to establish at His first coming. 
• As an emergency measure, Jesus established His church to suffice until He re-

turns. 
• When He returns He will establish an earthly political kingdom, which will 

endure for one thousand years (thus pre, Jesus will return in advance of the 
millennium). 

If this system is true, Jesus failed at His first coming. If He did not fail, this sys-
tem  fails and is false. 

To even imply that Almighty God was “surprised” by the rejection of His Son 
constitutes a blasphemous denial of His omniscience and foreknowledge (Isa. 
46:9–10; et al.). Moreover, it denies prophetic announcements of said rejection 
(e.g., Isa. 53, written seven centuries B.C.). 

The rejection of Jesus, resulting in His mock trials and His ultimate crucifixion, 
did not thwart the establishment of His kingdom. Without question, the Jewish 
leadership’s rejection of Jesus would have prevented His establishment of a po-
litical domain—had He come for that purpose. But they had embraced a fatal er-
ror, namely, the expectation of an earthly reign of the prophesied Messiah. They 
envisioned for their nation a revival of the glory days of Solomon’s dominion of 
ten centuries earlier, which would throw off the despised yoke of Rome. They 
sought to force Jesus to be their king on one occasion, but He refused it and fled 
(John 6:15). All modern future-kingdom theorists have embraced the same gross-
ly flawed interpretation of the kingdom promises and prophecies. 

The church was no emergency measure or substitute for Jesus’ failed kingdom 
plans. Rather, the church is that kingdom He came to—and did—establish. In 
one simple statement, He promised to build His church, and He identified it as 
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the kingdom (Mat. 16:18–19) that was “at hand,” that is, soon to come (4:17; cf. 
3:2; 10:7). He said the kingdom would “come with power” in the lifetime of His 
contemporaries (16:28; Mark 9:1). Paul acknowledged that the Colossian saints 
(i.e., the church) were in the kingdom (Col. 1:13). Likewise, John was “in the 
kingdom” with his brethren to whom he primarily addressed the book of Revela-
tion (Rev. 1:9). The church is the “kingdom that cannot be shaken” (Heb. 12:23, 
28; cf. Dan. 2:44).  

Jesus’ kingdom is spiritual, not temporal or political, in nature. God never in-
tended any other sort of kingdom for His Son. The only way it could be an ever-
lasting kingdom (Dan. 2:44) is for it to be a spiritual entity. When the Lord comes 
again, He will deliver His presently-existing kingdom (i.e., His church) to the 
Father in Heaven; He will not establish one in Jerusalem (1 Cor. 15:24). One is 
made to wonder if premillennialists have ever read Jesus’ words to Pontius Pilate 
(which are unmistakable): “My kingdom is not of this world” (John 18:36). What 
part of Jesus’ plain statement can readers not understand? Have premillennialists 
not discovered this statement, or have they snipped it from their Bibles? Do they 
just pretend that the Jesus they profess to follow never made this statement? Je-
sus did not fail to establish His kingdom. 

—Dub McClish 
Denton, TX 

od said is the Basis of acceptable worship: 
Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salva-
tion is of the Jews. But the hour cometh, and now is, when  

the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the 
Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit: and they that worship 
him must worship him in spirit and in truth. (John 4:22–24). 
Truth is essential for all acceptable worship. God said is the basis of the Truth 

that must direct all acceptable worship (John 17:17). If one cannot know God 
without revelation (and he cannot), then it also follows that one cannot worship 
God acceptably without the Truth that comes by revelation. The Samaritans wor-
shiped God, but it was not acceptable, because it was based on partial revelation. 
One’s worship must be spiritual—from man’s own spirit, and it must be as the 
Truth of the Gospel directs. God said is therefore the basis of all acceptable wor-
ship. Some brethren today need to reconsider this fundamental Truth. This will 
stop some of the foolish and hurtful things that take place in worship today. 
God said is the basis of all acceptable “religious experience”: 

Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salva-
tion, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should 
earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints 
(Jude 3).  
Jude speaks of “contending for the faith”—that is, objective faith [i.e., the 

Gospel, DM], the written revelation, upon which one’s personal [i.e., subjective] 

“God Said”

faith must rest. Any “religious experience” not based upon what God has said is 
false. One’s “religious experience” must be tested by what “God said,” not by 
what one thinks God says through a “religious experience.” Testing what God 
says by one’s “religious experience” today is the basis of false religion. Abraham 
had a “religious experience,” but it was based upon what “God said” (Gen. 22:1–
13). Salvation is a “religious experience,” but it must be based upon what “God 
said.” Worship is a “religious experience,” but it must be based upon what “God 
said” (Acts 17). The Athenians were having a “religious experience,” but it was 
not acceptable unto God, because it was not based upon revelation.  

One can find people gathered everywhere in worship going through some 
kind of “experience,” but this does not mean that that experience is acceptable to 
God. Every “religious experience” one has must be in harmony with what the 
Bible teaches and must rest upon what “God said.” When one has some kind of 
“experience” unknown to the Bible, that “experience” is false and deceptive and 
not accepted by God. It is time for men to turn back to the Bible and to find out 
what it teaches and then act upon it. The action then will be an “experience” that 
harmonizes with what “God said.” This will be acceptable unto God. Nothing 
else is or can be. 

—Franklin Camp 
Deceased 

he hue and cry from many pulpits is to “develop personal relationships” 
and to have a “personal encounter with Jesus.” This sounds lofty and 
noble, but what it often boils down to is simply to deemphasize the Bible 

and elevate man. The idea of teaching and accepting propositional truths from 
God’s Word is ignored for the sake of “relationships.” That is the reason so many 
brethren would rather attend a “fellowship dinner” than a Gospel meeting or 
lectureship. The idea of studying to refute religious error is unthinkable in most 
city churches. 

Most of us who know the Truth would not disparage good influence or proper 
relationships. Yet this can never replace helping men to see the Truth as taught by 
Jesus in the Bible or making them aware of the error they have espoused. 

We all should be as kind and personable as upholding the Truth will allow, but 
this is a far cry from what is being advocated. Truth is being put down and ne-
glected by many who advocate friendship, people, and relationships above the 
Lord. It is still the Truth that makes man free (John 8:32), and all personal rela-
tionships must be subjugated to the Lord and His Truth (Mat. 10:34–37). 

This very attitude concerning “personal relationships” has destroyed honor-
able controversy in religion and the desire to defend the faith (Jude 3; 1 Pet. 3:15). 
We become such “loving” people we cannot chance hurting our “relationships” 
by exposing the sins or errors of others. Such is not true, Biblical love. This reli-
gious philosophy is humanism, pure and simple, rather than a love for the Truth 
and Christ. We need to wake up and see this as yet another ploy of Satan among 
the Lord’s people today.                                               —Andrew Connally, deceased 

“Personal  Relationships” 
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