
WHAT DO YOU HAVE FOR 
OUR CHILDREN? 

 I cannot begin to count the times that I have heard this 
question.  My response is and always has been that we offer the 
soul-saving gospel of Jesus Christ.  It is sad that for too many this 
is simply not enough.  They are looking for something less.  They 
want the congregation to have parties, trips, and sponsor enter-
tainment for their children.  This is simply not the work of the 
church. 

God ordained three institutions and each has its work. God 
ordained civil government to provide order and protection for its cit-
izens.  This includes, among other things, the punishment of evil 
doers (Rom. 13:1-5).  The church’s work is to evangelize (1 Thess. 
1:8; Acts 13:1-3; 1 Tim. 3:14-15), edify (1 Cor. 14:26; Acts 20:32) 
and provide benevolence. Nowhere is the church charged with pro-
viding entertainment or social activities. Congregations must be 
very careful how they use the funds given to the Lord.                          
           There is a tremendous difference between a group of Chris-
tians getting together to play basketball, go skating, bowling, fishing 
or going to Six Flags using their own funds and Christians doing the 
same things using money given to the Lord’s work.  We are a social 
people and should enjoy being together and doing things together, 
but to charge the church with such is wrong.  Social matters are a 
work of the home and Christian homes can and should provide 
recreation and entertainment, but to charge the church is unautho-
rized.

Can  You Help? 

Northpoint has supported Joshua Aidoo in Ghana for 6 years. His evangelistic work is 
greatly hampered because of transportation difficulties—he has no vehicle. When he goes 
into new areas with the Gospel he takes a team of men with him. Having either to hire a 
driver with a van or rent a van is expensive and at times unreliable. He also needs this 
vehicle for use by his family (5 children). The vehicle (used) he needs will cost a minimum 
of $16,000.00, to which Northpoint has contributed $2,000.00 to get this fund started. The 
elders of the Bellview Church (which also supports Joshua) are handling these funds. We 
ask brethren to help us help this good man by sending your check to Northpoint or to: 

Bellview Church of Christ, 4850 Saufley Field Road, Pensacola, FL 32526. 

That you may know… 
Let us pray for… 
Rick Beauchamp—on extended absence from family and us because of employment 
Jerry Douglas—fighting bone and lymph cancer (Danny Douglas’s twin brother) 
Alice Haddon—fighting cancer (Sheri’s friend) 
Terry Hightower—in the loss of his wife, Vicki 
Judy Reid—sister in NJ, planning to move here 
Brian Ritter—fighting rare autoimmune disease (son of Rick Ritter, Gospel preacher) 
Jeff Simmons—“our boy” in the US Navy (Saratoga Springs, New York) 
Don Smith—faithful brother in Ohio prison, ordered to cease teaching fellow inmates 
Stephanie Tigner—who has been restored to Christ (Kourtney’s sister) 
Joshua Aidoo—Gospel preacher in Ghana we support 
Samuel Bagsangi—Gospel preacher in Philippines we support 
Danny Douglas—Gospel preacher in US we support 
Records you helped make last week… 
Bible Classes                                                                                                                                     15 
Sunday AM Worship                      15                                                                                                  
Sunday PM Worship                   15 
Wednesday PM Bible Class/Worship                                 13 
Contribution                                         $917.00 
Contribution average (2017)       $1,510.29 
Internet and YouTube Sermon broadcasts… 
• Both sermons each Sunday are broadcast, beginning at approximately 10:45–10:50 a.m. 

and 1:12–1:15 p.m., via Internet through our Website, www.northpointcoc.com. 
• Our YouTube channel at Northpoint Church of Christ has a growing collection of North-

point sermons available for viewing. 
Preacher, Editor, The Lighthouse                                Phil Smith 
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            Someone will surely reply that providing recreation is an 
“outreach” of the church into the community.  After all, we must at-
tract people somehow.  But our “outreach” is to be through the 
preaching of the gospel, that is our charge and the way the Lord 
said to do it (Matt. 28:19-20, Mark 16:15-16). So, the next argument 
is that this “recreation” is edification. The problem with that is that 
edification is accomplished through the word of God (Acts 20:32). 
We edify through preaching and teaching.  The fact is there is no 
authority for church-sponsored recreation in the word of God. You 
can find no statement, implication, or example that allows the 
church to become a financier of recreational and social activities 
regardless of the fact that so many are looking for congregations 
that provide such.

There is a pattern for the church (Heb. 8:1-5) and if we rec-
ognize Jesus Christ as our Lord and King we will follow that pattern 
and not corrupt it by adding social activities and recreation to the 
work God has charged to us.

Proverbs 30:6  "Add thou not unto his words, Lest he reprove thee, 
and thou be found a liar." 

-Philip Smith

What Is The Church?
1. The church is the Kingdom (Matthew 16:18-19).
2. The church is the body of Christ (Colossians 1:18).
3. The church is the bride of Christ (Eph. 5:21-33).
4. The church is the household of God (Eph. 2:19).
5. The church is a holy temple (Eph. 2:21).
6. The church is a habitation of God (Eph. 2:22).
7. The church is the “called out” (1 Pet. 2:9)
8. The church consists of the saved (Eph. 5:23; Acts 2:47).

Now, tell me again why you think the church is not important!
-Philip Smith

Judgment Day Is Certain (Heb. 9:27) 
“For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for 

our learning, that through patience and through comfort of the scrip-
tures we might have hope” (Rom. 15:4[emph. added RLC]). 

A day of judgment for all mankind is appointed by God (Acts 
17:30-31). Contrary to popular belief, it will not be a day of “trial,” but 
a day of judgment assessed by Jesus Christ. Those who have been 
obedient to His will shall inherit life everlasting and those who have 
shunned His will shall inherit “everlasting fire, prepared for the devil 
and his angels” (Matt. 25:34, 41). The “trial” of man is in this life. 

Men may go through life with little thought of God or His will 
expressed in the New Testament. They may heed the doctrines of 
men expounded by the denominational industry. They may go 
through life foolishly insisting “there is no God” (Psalms 14:1). They 
may go through life seeking to amass material things, as the rich fool 
of Luke 12:20 did. Or men may go through life learning God’s will in 
the New Testament and obeying it. But for all these things, God shall 
call us to account (Rom. 14:10-12; 2 Cor. 5:10). No pleas will be al-
lowed at judgment. Our plea is being made here and now. 

Do not wait until judgment to plead your case. That will be too 
late. Make your plea now by obeying the gospel in faith, repentance, 
confession and baptism (Mk. 16:16; Acts 2:38; 8:37). 

-Jerry Brewer


