
The CHURCH of CHRIST 
If the church Christ built is to exist in any age, men must be committed to 
certain principles. As surely as men abandon any of these commitments, 
so surely will the New Testament church cease to exist in their location. 

Consider the following necessary principles that must be respected: 
• The absolute authority of Christ: He claimed ultimate authority just before He 

returned to the Father: “All authority hath been given unto me in heaven and 
on earth…” (Mat. 28:18). The Bible emphasizes His authority each time it calls 
Him “Lord.” He worked His incomparable miracles that benefitted thousands 
primarily for the purpose of establishing His Divine authority and identity 
(John 20:30–31). This commitment includes the recognition that He owns the 
church (purchased with His own blood, Acts 20:28), and He alone has the right 
to determine every feature of it. Until all men who claim to follow Christ so 
honor Him, confusion in religion is inevitable.  

• The New Testament as the final authority in religion and morals: Christ ex-
presses His authority through the New Testament alone. People who are seri-
ous about the New Testament church cannot accept any alleged latter-day reve-
lations (e.g., The Book of Mormon, The Koran) or prophets (e.g., Joseph Smith, 
Mohammed). This principle also relates to the Old Testament. It is inspired his-
tory and is necessary for our full understanding of God and His plan of re-
demption through Christ (Rom. 15:4), but its authority ceased at Jesus’ death 
(Col. 2:14). God no more gave the law of Moses to govern men since the cross 
than He gave the law of Christ (the Gospel) to govern men before the cross. 

• The New Testament plan of salvation: The only plan of salvation in the world 
is the one made possible by the cross and revealed in the New Testament. The 
Lord first set it forth in the accounts of the Great Commission (Mat. 28:19–20; 
Mark 16:15–16; Luke 24:46–49). It is a plan of grace and faith, but not grace 
alone and/or faith only. It requires the believer’s response of repentance, con-
fession of his faith, immersion in water for remission of sins, and continuing in 
the apostles’ doctrine (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38, 41; 8:37; 22:16; et al.). This plan 
was first preached on Pentecost, and those who obeyed it constituted the 
church of Christ (Acts 3:27–47). Baptism either is or is not necessary for salva-

Now, more than ever, the people are responsible for the character of their Con-
gress. If that body be ignorant, reckless and corrupt, it is because the people tol-
erate ignorance, recklessness, and corruption. If it be intelligent, brave, and pure, 
it is because the people demand these high qualities to represent them in the na-
tional legislature…. If the next centennial does not find us a great nation…it will 
be because those who represent the enterprise, the culture, and the morality of 
the nation do not aid in controlling the political forces. 

—James A. Garfield, 
Twentieth U.S. President  

That you may know… 
Let us pray for… 
Alice Haddon—fighting cancer (Sheri’s friend) 
Ann Henderson—fighting cancer (Sheri’s aunt) 
Lester Kamp—fighting prostate cancer Gospel preacher, Denver, CO) 
Mike Mallett—fighting leukemia (a brother in Evant, TX) 
Dub McClish—recovering from heart attack, stent emplacements 
Lee Moses, his children, and all their family in the sudden passing of Kelley Jo 
Llewelyn and Judy Reid—brother and sister in NJ, planning to move here 
Brian Ritter—fighting rare autoimmune disease (son of Rick Ritter, Gospel preacher) 
Jeff Simmons—“our boy” in the US Navy (Charleston, SC) 
Don Smith—faithful brother in Ohio prison, ordered to cease teaching fellow inmates 
Stephanie Tigner—who has been restored to Christ (Kourtney’s sister) 
Joshua Aidoo—Gospel preacher in Ghana we support 
Samuel Bagsangi—Gospel preacher in Philippines we support 
Danny Douglas—Gospel preacher in US we support 
Records you helped make last week… 
Bible Classes                                                                                                                                       9 
Sunday AM Worship                      16                                                                                                   
Sunday PM Worship                   16 
Wednesday PM Bible Class/Worship                                 16 
Contribution                                         $854.00  
Contribution average (2016)       $1,150.33 
Internet and YouTube Sermon broadcasts… 
• Both sermons each Sunday are broadcast, beginning at approximately 10:45–10:50 a.m. 

and 1:12–1:15 p.m., via Internet through our Website, www.northpointcoc.com. 
• Our YouTube channel at Northpoint Church of Christ has a growing collection of North-

point sermons available for viewing. 
Preachers        Dub McClish, Phil Smith 
Editor, The Lighthouse                            Dub McClish
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tion—it cannot be both. The New Testament consistently and plainly declares 
its necessity (Mark 16:16; John 3:5; Acts 2:38; 22:16; Rom. 6:3–4; Gal. 3:27; Tit. 
3:5; 1 Pet. 3:21). The Lord has not changed and will not change His plan, and 
there is no other way to enter His church. 

• The identity of the New Testament church: Jesus built the church according to 
His own wise plan. He prescribed its terms of entrance, its designations, its 
worship, its work, and the way it is to be organized and financed—all set forth 
in the New Testament, and all of which are in stark contrast with the denomi-
nations. Those who extend fellowship to men who are not in fellowship with 
the Lord (whether brethren or alien sinners) compromise the church’s identity 
(2 John 9–11). If the identity of the church is unimportant, why is the church 
itself important? 

• The foremost task of the church—preaching the Gospel: Jesus had one great 
work and purpose in His fleshly body—to seek and to save the lost (Luke 
19:10). His spiritual body, the church, must be about the same business. Mak-
ing the saving Gospel available to as many as possible is the compelling ambi-
tion of His faithful church (Mat. 28:18–20; Mark 16:15–16; 1 The. 1:8; 1 Tim. 
3:15; 2 Tim. 2:2; et al.). 

—Dub McClish 
Denton, TX 

e rightly attribute certain characteristics only to God. God is omnipotent, 
having infinite and unlimited power (Gen. 1:1). God is omnipresent, 
present everywhere at the same time (Psa. 139:7–10). God is omniscient, 

having complete knowledge, awareness, and understanding (vv. 1–6). As human be-
ings we could never even come close to being completely like God, but for the sake of 
this essay, I want to elaborate upon the theme, If I were God. 

If I were God, would I be as loving as God is? “For God so loved the world, 
that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have ever lasting life” (John 3:16). God could have done anything He 
wanted with this wicked, sinful world, but He chose to love it, and to send His 
son to save men from their sins. If I were God, would I have been that loving? 

If I were God, would I be as merciful as God is? “For the Lord is good; His 
mercy is everlasting, and His truth endureth to all generations” (Psa. 110:5). God 
is the Father of all mercy (Heb. 4:16) and shows mercy to all mankind. Without 
His mercy we would get what we deserve. If I were God, could I be merciful 
enough to give mankind a second chance? 

If I were God, would I be as forgiving as God is? “If we confess our sins, He is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness” (1 John 1:9). If I were God, could I forgive the very ones that caused the 
death of my son on the cross? Could I forget as well as forgive someone as many 
times as he sinned, as long as he repented of those sins (Luke 17:3–4)? Would I be 
able to blot out that sin, and no longer lay it to his charge? 

If I were God, would I judge with righteous judgment? Our God is a righteous 
Judge and “will render to every man according to his deeds” (Rom. 2:6). But if I 
were God, would I be able to judge everyone this way? Would I be unjustly le-
nient on some and harsh on others, or would I take vengeance on some who had 
wronged me in the past, even if they had repented? 

Thanks be to God that we do have a loving, merciful, forgiving God that will 
be our Judge through His Son on the Last Day! 

—Danny Box 
Deceased 

his frail old shell in which I dwell 
    Is growing old, I know full well, 
But I am not the shell. 

What if my hair is turning gray? 
    Gray hairs are honorable, they say. 
What if my eyesight’s growing dim? 
    I can still see to follow Him 
Who sacrificed His life for me 
    Upon the cross of Calvary. 
Why should I care if time’s old plow 
    Has left its furrows on my brow? 
Another house, not made with hand, 
    Awaits me in the Glory Land. 
The outward man—doing what I can 
    To lengthen out this life’s short span— 
Shall perish and return to dust 
    As everything in nature must. 
The inward man, the Scriptures say, 
    Is growing stronger every day. 
Then how can I be growing old, 
    When safe within my Savior’s fold? 
Ere long my soul shall fly away, 
    And leave this tenement of clay. 
This robe of flesh I’ll drop and rise, 
    To seize the everlasting prize. 
I’ll meet you on the street of gold 
    And prove that I’m not growing old. 

             — John E Roberts 
[Ed. Note: The foregoing poem is in honor of all our “senior saints.”]
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