
are in 2 Samuel 3. God would not let David build the temple in the Old Testa-
ment because of some things he did, but there are preachers today who think it is 
all right for him to order the worship for the church of Jesus Christ!  

—Foy E. Wallace, Jr. 
Deceased 

           ~~§§§~~ 

“Be…of Good Courage” 
iven the wickedness of the world and the mounting attempts to drive 
underground those who dare publicly profess faith in the Bible, it is dif-
ficult to avoid discouragement. Further, when we observe the chaotic 

state of the church of the Lord we could easily become depressed. Of all of Sa-
tan’s weapons, one of his favorites is likely discouragement. It is certainly one of 
his most effective ones. He has used it relentlessly on the Lord’s finest servants to 
try to neutralize their effectiveness.  

I have heard some brethren imply, if not explicitly state, that it is sinful for a 
Christian ever to become discouraged. Perhaps they have not thought that 
through. Discouragement comes to all, including God’s strongest servants. 

Elijah, the fiery Old Testament prophet was so despondent about the spiritual 
condition of Israel he asked God to take his life (1 Kin. 19:4). God did not upbraid 
him for his lack of faith, but encouraged him and sent him on his way (vv. 14–15). 
Although a tower of spiritual strength, Paul apparently became discouraged and 
depressed about his initial prospects in wicked Corinth. The Lord did not excori-
ate him, but reminded him He had “much people” in that city (Acts 18:9–10). Af-
ter Paul wrote the first stringent letter to Corinth and had received no response, 
he became both anxious and discouraged. He was greatly encouraged by the re-
port Titus brought him in Macedonia (2 Cor. 7:5–7). Following his extended and 
unjust imprisonment in Caesarea, Paul was finally sent to Rome for trial. The 
lengthy and perilous voyage must have left him both physically and emotionally 
exhausted. What a welcome sight it was when brethren from Rome travelled 
some forty miles from the city to meet him; “he thanked God, and took 
courage” (Acts 28:15). Even the sinless Son of God must have been greatly dis-
couraged on numerous occasions. He certainly was when he wept over 
Jerusalem (Mat. 23:23; Luke 19:41).  

It is neither sinful nor abnormal for the Lord’s servants to become discour-
aged; it is simply human. Those who will be most successful in any endeavor 
(including the Lord’s work) are those who do not let it defeat or destroy them. 
When a brother or sister accepts an assignment and then neglects it, it discour-
ages others. When a preacher is maligned and criticized (and perhaps dismissed) 
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because he has declared the Truth, it disheartens faithful saints. It is not always 
easy to keep on going when others throw up their hands and quit. It dispirits us 
when worldlings hate us for our efforts to save them from the wrath of a just 
God. However, let us not become so disappointed in a brother or sister or in oth-
ers that we let it destroy us. Let us not allow the pessimistic, cynical, or hostile 
spirit of others to cancel our initiative or sour our perspective. Those who even-
tually accomplish things in any area of life (including the Lord’s kingdom) are 
those who persevere in spite of discouragement. 

The devil does not worry much about a person who is self-satisfied and doing 
little or nothing to serve the Savior. He gets concerned only when we get serious 
about service to God. The more we do and attempt to do, the more we can expect 
Satan to engage in his nefarious efforts of discouragement. It must bring a special 
delight to his malevolent heart when he can enlist some of the Lord’s own people 
to become discouragers of their brethren. With Moses and Joshua of old, we say, 
“Be strong and of good courage” (Deu. 31:6; Jos. 1:9). 

     —Dub McClish 
     Denton, TX 

t seemed that the recent record Powerball drawing was on everyone’s 
mind. News media were constantly reporting as the jackpot continued to 
grow. Groups of co-workers were pooling their assets to buy large num-

bers of tickets. Radio disc jockeys were speaking about how many tickets they 
had bought and what they would do with the money if they won it. The lottery 
jackpot reached 1.6 billion dollars, which was well more than double the previ-
ous world record. However, the size of the jackpot did not make it any more like-
ly for a person to win. The odds of any one person’s winning were only 1 in 292.2 
million! But, gambling thrives on the “get rich quick” illusion. 

One victim of the “get rich quick” illusion this go-around was a resident of 
Cordova, TN, going by the name of “Cinnamon Nicole.” And she certainly con-
siders herself a victim. As a matter of fact, she has set up a Go Fund Me (i.e., 
fundraising Website) account for herself. On it she makes the plea: 

Please help me and my family [sic] as we have exausted [sic] all of our funds. 
We spent all of our money on lottery tickets (expecting to win the 1.5 billion) 
and are now in dire need of cash. With your small donation of at least $1.00, 
a like [sic] and one share, I’m certain that we will be able to pick ourselves up 
from the trenches of this lost [sic] and spend another fortune trying to hit it 
big again! PLEASE, won’t you help a family in need. DONATE NOW. 

If she accurately represents her situation, she spent all of her family’s funds on 
lottery tickets “expecting to win the 1.5 billion.” Again, consider the odds of 
winning— 1 in 292.2 million. Why would anyone expect such outrageous odds 
to line up in his or her favor? Why would anyone put everything she owns on 
the line against such odds? One would hope that she had at least learned a valu-
able—and expensive--- lesson from this experience. But consider this woman’s 

able—and expensive--- lesson from this experience. But consider this woman’s 
plans—once her family is back on their financial feet, she plans to “spend anoth-
er fortune trying to hit it big again!” She remains fully under the illusion. 

God’s Word warns against falling under the “get rich quick” illusion: 
An inheritance may be gotten hastily at the beginning; but the end thereof 
shall not be blessed (Pro. 20:21).  
A faithful man shall abound with blessings: but he that maketh haste to be 
rich shall not be innocent (28:20). 
He that hasteth to be rich hath an evil eye, and considereth not that poverty 
shall come upon him (v. 22).  
But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many 
foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition      
(1 Tim. 6:9). 
It is shameful that our society now encourages this illusion from the highest 

levels. Through the knowledge supplied by the Word of God, Christians will 
avoid being brought under the spell of the “get rich quick” illusion, especially 
when it comes to using sinful and dishonest means to obtain those riches. 

—Lee Moses 
Union City, TN 

ave you noticed that when people try to adopt practices from the Old 
Testament, it results in a sort of offshoot? The Adventists, for instance, 
love their sabbath day, so they go back and bring it over. The Catholics 

likewise love their incense, and they go back and bring it over. The Methodists 
and Presbyterians love their babies (infant membership) and they go back and 
bring them over. The Mormons love their women (polygamy) and they go back 
and bring them over (that is, they tried it, but Uncle Sam put a stop to it). And 
there is another class of Judaizing off shooters—the Christian Church—they love 
their music (David’s instruments), and they go back and bring them over. How 
much better are they than the rest of them? None; they are worse, for they teach 
the difference in the testaments, whereas the others do not, and they are therefore 
downright inconsistent.  

If the Christian Church preacher should argue with an Adventist on the sab-
bath question, or a Methodist on the infant question, or a Catholic on the incense 
question, or a Mormon on the polygamy question—that Christian Church 
preacher would know where to make them stay. Ah, he would keep them back in 
the Old Testament; he would not let them cross the line between the testaments. 
But when he wants his mechanical instrument in the church—what does he do? 
Why, he jumps clean over the cross backwards and lands right in the middle of 
David’s Old Testament goat pen, digs out an old rusty Jewish harp, and plays it 
in the church. He says, “David did it!” Well, David had eight wives and took 
more (and concubines besides), the Bible says. Yes, their names and addresses are 
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