
We must therefore insure that those we teach clearly understand the purpose of 
baptism. One cannot feel safe just because he went through the motions, and we 
should not feel that this has somehow relieved us of the need for more thorough 
and detailed teaching before baptism. We do no one any favors by putting them 
in the baptistery if they have no real appreciation for the fact that their sins are 
being forgiven by Jesus’ blood in that act (Acts 22:16). 

—Johnny Oxendine 
San Mateo, CA 

        ~~§§§~~

“By Whose Authority . . .?” 
he chief priests and elders questioned the source of Jesus’ authority 
for casting the money- changers out of the temple. He replied with a 
question of His own: “The baptism of John, whence was it? from 

heaven or from men?” (Mat. 21:23–25). His question identified the only two 
sources of authority that exist for any doctrine or practice in religion and/or 
morals. All doctrines and practices exist either by Divine or by human authority.  
 Human authorities consist of such things as the rulings of one man, a council/
convention of men, creed books, the majority vote of members, and personal 
conscience. Such sources constitute no “standard” at all, for they are all subjec-
tive, arising from the thoughts, desires, philosophies, and whims of men. Human 
authorities in religion produce doctrinal division and confusion. In morals, they 
result in the endorsement of such things as all forms of sexual immorality ,same-
sex “marriages,” drinking alcohol, murdering infants, and gambling. Jeremiah 
clearly identified the fallacy of reliance upon human religious authority: “O Je-
hovah, I know that the way of man is not in himself; it is not in man that walketh 
to direct his steps” (Jer. 10:23).   
 Right religion and morality demand an objective standard, one that originates 
apart from human thinking, desires, and opinions.  Apart from such a standard, 
men wander hopelessly in relativism where there is no such thing as truth and 
error or good and evil. The Bible is verily the only objective standard. 
 While approximately forty men were employed in its writing, these men did 
not write their own opinions, philosophies, and thoughts. They spoke “not in 
words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Spirit teacheth” (1 Cor. 2:13). 
The Bible came from men who “spake from God, being moved by the Holy Spir-
it” (2 Pet. 1:21). “All scripture is given by inspiration of God” (2 Tim. 3:16a).  

The Bible is our Creator’s revelation of Himself and His will to His rational 
creation. We could not even know that God has a plan for our behavior, much 
less know what that plan is, without His revelation of this mystery through the 
inspired men (1 Cor. 2:7–10). No one knows one thing about the way to worship 
God so as to please Him apart from the New Testament. Those who truly rever-
ence God and His Son will not consider doing that which They do not authorize 
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through Their Word: “And whatsoever ye do, in word or in deed, do all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him” (Col. 3:17).  
 Apparently, millions of deluded souls (including a host of our brethren) must 
think that God is somehow obligated to accept whatever they choose to offer in 
religion, but not so. We must worship Him “in spirit and truth” (John 4:23–24), 
and only the Bible tells us the way to do so. Jesus said that men who have only 
human authority for what they do in religion “worship” in vain (Mat. 15:9).   
 Likewise, the New Testament is the only source of information on the way God 
wants us to behave in our daily lives. Men have no “built-in” sense of right and 
wrong, good and evil. The world is drowning in its own moral filth because so 
many people have rejected God and His will in favor of their own selfish lusts 
(Rom 1:21–32).  
 Without the Bible, we would not know that we are sinners in need of salvation. 
Moreover, we would never have known of God’s gracious plan to save us had 
He not revealed it to us in His Word. Nor would we know of the great Day of 
Accounting for one and all (2 Cor. 5:10). Let us never cease to ask of every doc-
trine and/or practice: “Is this from Heaven or from men?” 

—Dub McClish  
Denton, TX  

his glorious Person is the soul of the Bible, the center of the whole 
spiritual system, the attraction for all nations, the ruler, not only 
among the saints on earth, but also the armies of Heaven. God gave 
Him honor and glory, the apostle says, when He proclaimed Him 

His Son in the holy mountain. 
He walks at the head of the army of God, the true Israel, and among the inhabi-

tants of the earth, proclaiming with all authority both in Heaven and on Earth, “I 
am the way, the truth and the life; no man cometh to the Father but by me, “ “ I 
am the resurrection and the Life”—“I am he who was dead and am alive, and 
behold I live forever and ever”—“I have the keys of hell and of death; I can open, 
and no man can shut; I can shut and no man can open”—“I am the bright and the 
morning star, the root and the offspring of David”—“I, if I be lifted up, will draw 
all men to  me.” “If any man would be my disciple, let him take up his cross and 
follow me.” 

Such are a few of the many expressions setting forth the exalted position of the 
Christian’s King and the Christian’s Lord. When He was coronated in Heaven, 
crowed Lord of all, the Almighty Father swore that He should reign till all His 
enemies should be put under His feet—that to Him every knee should bow, and 
every tongue should confess. Lift up your hears, all you saints, and behold your 
King! He is the head of the church. Set your affections on Him, follow Him, and 
consecrate yourselves to Him forever more. 

—Ben Franklin 
19th-century Gospel preacher 

ecause people are often looking for a way into something without 
having to do what is actually required for entrance, many have asked 
me the question: “Can you be taught wrong and baptized right [sic]?” 

In response, I have thought (and sometimes asked), “Can you be taught wrong 
and hear right?” “Can you be taught wrong and believe right?” “Can you be 
taught wrong and repent right?” “Can you be taught wrong and confess right?” 
If we cannot do these things, then what makes us think that we can be taught 
wrong and baptized right?  

The bottom line is that God has clearly identified the purity of purpose for bap-
tism. There is no reason for someone not to know what the purpose of baptism is 
when he is baptized, and if one is not following the purpose that God has clearly 
set forth, he is just getting wet. 

When we really get down to the truth of the matter, baptism is an act of faith. 
When a person is baptized, he must believe that baptism is for the remission of 
his sins—that is the act of faith. In Colossians 2:12, the Bible says: “Having been 
buried with him in baptism, wherein ye were also raised with him through faith 
in the working of God, who raised him from the dead.” 

Without that act of faith involved in baptism, one is merely getting wet. If a 
person is just baptized “to obey God,” what is the act of faith involved? Where 
are you putting your trust when you are baptized “to obey God?” One might say, 
“I am putting my trust in God.” Great! So what are you putting your trust in God 
to do? When faith trusts God, it trusts God to do something (Rom. 4:20–22; Heb. 
11). Baptism is not needed to show that one merely believes God; confession of 
one’s faith accomplishes that. Baptism is not just a restatement of one’s confes-
sion. It is much more than that. Notice what Peter says on the matter of baptism:  

The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting 
away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) 
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ (1 Pet. 3:21). 
Please notice what this passage says: (1) Baptism saves us. (2) Baptism is not 

merely taking a bath. (3) Baptism is the response to God of a good conscience. (4) 
Baptism saves by the resurrection of Jesus. Notice item number three. When we 
are baptized, we have to have a good conscience about it; one must do it with 
the right purpose in mind. The good conscience, when taught properly, is going 
to understand that baptism is necessary for salvation and is going to motivate the 
individual to take the appropriate action. To say that one can be baptized correct-
ly without understanding the purpose of baptism denies the role of the con-
science in baptism. 

There is nothing magical in the waters of baptism. The water is just water. So 
dunking a person under the water just for the sake of dunking someone under 
the water will not suffice. If the proper motive and purpose are not present, it is 
meaningless, just like all the other steps of salvation. If a person is not baptized 
from the proper motives and purpose, he is just getting wet. The Bible clearly 
teaches that the purpose of baptism is for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16). 
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Baptism—What for? 

The Exalted Jesus
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