
ued until the Christian Church denomination resulted. However, they could not 
stop the compromise, and they ended up splitting their denomination because 
some were willing to compromise on any and every point of doctrine while some 
wanted to hold the compromise to just a few areas. However, the “limited com-
promise” people had no defense, for once you compromise in one thing, there is 
no basis for holding to God’s Word in any area. 

—Michael Hatcher 
Pensacola, FL 

        ~~§§§~~

All He Asks. . . 
hy do so many people fail in living the Christian life? While many 
answers have been offered, I believe there is one overriding reason 
that fits every case. People have failed either to understand or have 

been unwilling to surrender to the central requirement of faithful discipleship: 
Jesus must be absolutely first in our lives. 

He has made plain the preeminence He must have. We must love Him more 
than material things (Mat. 6:19–24). This means we must not neglect our service 
to Him in order to amass wealth—the idolatry of covetousness (Col. 3:5). Also, 
we must generously support His service with our wealth. Further, we must not 
seek wealth by dishonest or dishonorable means. 

He told us plainly that we must love Him even more than our nearest and 
dearest kindred on earth (Mat. 10:34–37). This means that one must not yield to 
family pressures that would cause him to disobey Christ. Even if one’s family 
disowns him for becoming a Christian, he must still serve the Lord. 

The basic (and most difficult) sacrifice He asks of us is self. We must present 
our bodies as “living sacrifices” unto God (Rom. 12:1). Jesus said his followers 
must “deny [no longer recognize, refuse to acknowledge] self” (Luke 9:23). Like 
Paul, we must be “crucified with Christ” so that self no longer lives, but Christ 
lives in us (Gal. 2:20). This difficult challenge is the major point of failure. Gener-
ations that have grown up on a steady diet of “do your own thing” and “if it feels 
good, do it” do not find it easy to give up their fornication, their alcohol and illic-
it drug consumption, their materialism, and all of their other utterly egotistical 
pursuits of selfishness. 

Our age is convenience-crazy and pleasure-mad. Our world operates like Israel 
in the days of the Judges: “…every man did that which was right in his own 
eyes” (Jud. 17:6). Men have become vain in their reasonings, and their senseless 
hearts are darkened, leading them into unspeakable evils (Rom. 1:18–32).  

We lament to say that this is true of many of the elect. If you doubt it, consid-
er how many church members attend worship, Bible classes, and other spiritual 
activities of the church only when they please and do what they please other-

That you may know… 
Let us pray for… 
Alice Haddon—fighting cancer (Sheri’s friend) 
Ann Henderson—fighting cancer (Sheri’s aunt) 
Lester Kamp—fighting prostate cancer Gospel preacher, Denver, CO) 
Mike Mallett—fighting leukemia (a brother in Evant, TX) 
Dub McClish—recovering from heart attack, stent emplacements 
Lee Moses, his children, and all their family in the sudden passing of Kelley Jo 
Llewelyn and Judy Reid—brother and sister in NJ, planning to move here 
Brian Ritter—fighting rare autoimmune disease (son of Rick Ritter, Gospel preacher) 
Jeff Simmons—“our boy” in the US Navy (Charleston, SC) 
Don Smith—faithful brother in Ohio prison, ordered to cease teaching fellow inmates 
Stephanie Tigner—who has been restored to Christ (Kourtney’s sister) 
Joshua Aidoo—Gospel preacher in Ghana we support 
Samuel Bagsangi—Gospel preacher in Philippines we support 
Records you helped make last week… 
Bible Classes                                                                                                                                     16 
Sunday AM Worship                      16                                                                                                   
Sunday PM Worship                   16 
Wednesday PM Bible Class/Worship                                 15 
Contribution                                      $1,517.00  
Contribution average (2015)       $1,448.50 
Internet and YouTube Sermon broadcasts… 
• Both sermons each Sunday are broadcast, beginning at approximately 10:45–10:50 a.m. 

and 1:12–1:15 p.m., via Internet through our Website, www.northpointcoc.com. 
• Our YouTube channel at Northpoint Church of Christ has a growing collection of North-

point sermons available for viewing. 
Preacher, The Lighthouse editor            Dub McClish
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wise, with hardly a passing thought. Some saints even care more about their 
“right” to drink their beer than the hope of Heaven. Consider how many are still 
“stiff-necked” about giving generously of their money, in spite of the numerous 
strong Scriptural examples and demands. Worldliness among the saints is 
winked at in many, if not most, congregations. Various brethren have proffered 
dozens of “loopholes” to the Lord’s mandate concerning marriage, divorce, and 
remarriage (Mat. 19:9).  

The sad truth is that many of us do exactly what we want to do in both doc-
trine and practice, just like unapologetic worldlings. We can never be faithful to 
Christ until we understand that what He asks of us is all we have and are. 

—Dub McClish 
Denton, TX 

The Bible teaches that “every one of us shall give account of himself to 
God” (Rom. 14:12). This is a clear declaration that each individual bears 
a responsibility in regard to his salvation. Ezekiel proclaimed:  

The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not bear the iniquity of the 
father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son: the righteousness 
of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall 
be upon him (Eze. 18:20).  
No one will give an account to God for someone else.  
Since God demands accountability, it is only logical to understand that God 

has given us the Law to which we will be accountable. Jesus said, “He that re-
jecteth Me, and receiveth not My words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that 
I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day” (John 12:48). All men, 
therefore, shall be responsible for obeying the Truth that is the New Testament of 
Christ. Paul states that the Gospel of Christ is the only power that can save man 
and that the plan to make man righteous is found in that Gospel (Rom. 1:16–17). 
Thus, no man can be saved without the Bible.  

The Bible teaches how one can become righteous in God's sight. He must hear 
the Gospel (Rom. 10:17), believe in Jesus as God’s Son (John 8:24), repent of past 
sins (Luke 13:3), confess that Jesus is the Christ (Rom. 10:9–10), and be immersed 
in water to have those past sins washed away (Acts 22:16; Rev. 1:5). 

The Bible also teaches that once an individual has obeyed God's plan to save, 
he has the responsibility to remain faithful:  

For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowl-
edge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, 
and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning. For it 
had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, 
after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered 
unto them. But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The 
dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her 
wallowing in the mire (2 Pet. 2:20–22). 

Each person with the capacity and ability to give account for his actions will do 
so on the Day of Judgment: “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that 
he hath done, whether it be good or bad” (2 Cor. 5:10). Isn't it wonderful to know 
that if we simply obey God's plan of salvation and remain faithful to Him, when 
He opens the book of our deeds on the Last Great Day, our sins will be covered 
by the blood of Christ, having been “blotted out” (Acts 3:19), as if wiped clean 
from the pages of history. Have you had your sins washed away? “Why tarriest 
thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the 
Lord” (Acts 22:16).  

—Brad Green 
Farragut, TN 

ears ago I remember my dad illustrating the way in which error and 
apostasy creep into the church. He would draw a horizontal line on the 
chalkboard, which he said represented Truth. He would then go back to 
the beginning of the line and begin tracing the first line. Then he would 

ever so slowly begin creeping away from the original line. It was almost imper-
ceptible at first, but it would slowly move away until the two lines were far 
apart. The second line represented how apostasy creeps into the church. He 
would then emphasize that apostasy never comes in directly in opposition to 
Truth.  

This reminds me of what the Hebrews writer states: “Therefore we ought to 
give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time 
we should let them slip” (Heb. 2:1). This shows the ease of slowly drifting away 
from the Truth. Generally, people (or the congregation they attend) are not going 
to go to sleep one night sound in the faith and wake up the next morning having 
totally apostatized. It is a slow process that begins by compromising on “small” 
things. However, once you compromise in one area, there is no stopping point. 
Notice a couple of examples of this principle: 

Paul warned the Ephesian elders: “Also of your own selves shall men arise, 
speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them” (Acts 20:30). As 
one observes the history of the church, he sees that the papacy resulted from a 
very slow drifting away. It did not come in overnight. It was not until A.D. 606 
that Boniface III proclaimed himself “universal bishop”—the full-blown papacy 
had arrived. It took over 500 years for the apostasy to become total (the fullness 
of Catholic papacy), yet the principles for the papacy began very early in the 
church. It began with a very little bit of compromise concerning the eldership. 

Moving the instrument into the worship was not simply an overnight occur-
rence. It took several decades to get some accustomed to the instrument. They 
began compromising just a little at first, until they gave up any opposition to the 
instrument in worship. However, as is the case with all compromise, once they 
compromised in one area, there was no stopping point. This compromise contin-

Y

Compromise Responsibility

T


