
Also, are we cleansing our attitudes of a lack of love for the lost, our hesitancy, 
our fear of rejection, our awkwardness, and any other weakness of the flesh? The 
Lord explained to us why we often fail to follow through with our goals as Chris-
tians: “…the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak” (Mat. 26:41).  

Let us continue trusting in God, praying, and taking advantage of every oppor-
tunity the Lord gives us to expand the borders of His kingdom. Let us long each 
day to hear these words:  

Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few 
things, I will make thee ruler over many things; enter thou into the joy of thy 
Lord (Mat. 25:21).                                                 —Roelf L. Ruffner, Columbia, TN 

A Most Excellent Way 
he Holy Spirit distributed many miraculous powers among various 
brethren in the first century (1 Cor. 12:7–10). Paul recognized the impor-
tant place these gifts filled in those early days of the church while God 

was gradually completing the revelation of His Will. Nevertheless, Paul touted a 
way that is superior to all those spectacular gifts: “And moreover a most excel-
lent way show I unto you” (v. 31b). 
 He then observed that, although one might possess various miraculous gifts, 
engage in great generosity, or even become a martyr, if he has not love, these ac-
tivities are vain and will profit one nothing at all (13:1–3). Paul then proceeded to 
personify this “most excellent way” in the next few verses (13:4–8, ASV): 
• Love suffereth long. Love behaves with longsuffering and patience with oth-

ers, even as God so behaves toward us. One who loves is slow to bitterness or 
anger, even when wronged. 

• Love is kind. There is a sweetness to the spirit of the loving person. Gracious-
ness and gentleness in word and deed are products of love. 

• Love envieth not. A loving person neither desires nor begrudges what others 
have. Love makes us rejoice in the good fortune of others. 

• Love is not puffed up. Even the arrogant despise conceit and arrogance in oth-
ers. A loving person doesn’t throw his weight around in pride and assumed 
self-importance. 

• Love doth not behave itself unseemly. Love for others keeps us from being 
rude and crude toward them. Tasteful, well-mannered words and deeds 
demonstrate love. 

• Love seeketh not its own. At its root, love is unselfish. Love doesn’t let us 
dwell only on our rights and what others owe us. A person who is always in-
sisting on his own way and who is always complaining of mistreatment is 
simply deficient in love.  

• Love is not provoked. The person who is irritable and has a hair-trigger tem-
per has a love problem. We may call him “moody”; Paul calls him “loveless.” 

That you may know… 
Let us pray for… 
Alice Haddon—fighting cancer (Sheri’s friend) 
Ann Henderson—fighting cancer (Sheri’s aunt) 
Lester Kamp—fighting prostate cancer Gospel preacher, Denver, CO) 
Mike Mallett—fighting leukemia (a brother in Evant, TX) 
Dub McClish—recovering from heart attack, stent emplacement 
Lee Moses, his children, and all their family in the sudden passing of Kelley Jo 
Llewelyn and Judy Reid—brother and sister in NJ, planning to move here 
Brian Ritter—fighting rare autoimmune disease (son of Rick Ritter, Gospel preacher) 
Jeff Simmons—“our boy” in the US Navy (Charleston, SC) 
Don Smith—faithful brother in Ohio prison, ordered to cease teaching fellow inmates 
Stephanie Tigner—who has been restored to Christ (Kourtney’s sister) 
Joshua Aidoo—Gospel preacher in Ghana we support 
Samuel Bagsangi—Gospel preacher in Philippines we support 
Records you helped make last week… 
Bible Classes                                                                                                                                     17 
Sunday AM Worship                      17                                                                                                   
Sunday PM Worship                   17 
Wednesday PM Bible Class/Worship                                 15 
Contribution                                      $1,382.00  
Contribution average (2015)       $1,382.00 
Internet and YouTube Sermon broadcasts… 
• Both sermons each Sunday are broadcast, beginning at approximately 10:45–10:50 a.m. 

and 1:12–1:15 p.m., via Internet through our Website, www.northpointcoc.com. 
• Our YouTube channel at Northpoint Church of Christ has a growing collection of North-

point sermons available for viewing. 
Preacher, The Lighthouse editor            Dub McClish
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• Love taketh not account of evil. When love controls, we don’t keep a record 
book of wrongs we have suffered, and we don’t seek vengeance. 

• Love rejoiceth not in unrighteousness. When we love, we mourn at ill reports 
of the sins and failures of others. Love readily gives “the benefit of the doubt” 
until evidence demands certainty of charges. 

• Love rejoiceth with the Truth. Some don’t want the Truth to prevail, or they 
don't want to hear the Truth. Love makes us glad when Truth is victorious, 
even when it offends others—or us. 

• Love beareth, believeth, hopeth, endureth all things. Love causes us to keep 
going in the face of trials, burdens, and even insults. It keeps us trusting in the 
face of doubts. It keeps us hoping in times of discouragement. It keeps us tri-
umphantly persevering whatever may come. 

 Who then should be surprised at Paul’s conclusion? “But now abideth faith, 
hope, love, these three; and the greatest of these is love” (v. 13). 

—Dub McClish 
Denton, TX 

he Scottish Episcopal Church, after some serious discussions, “unveiled 
a new service in which all masculine pronouns have been replaced with 
a gender-neutral variety, while the trinity of ‘Father, Son, and Holy 

Ghost’ is now ‘Creator, Redeemer, Sanctifier’ (womensrights.change.org).” There 
is at least one reason for this change. According to the same article, “…to refer to 
God as male will always make it difficult for women to achieve full equality even 
in a progressive denomination like this one.” Continuing in the next paragraph, 
“…God has been painted with a beard for centuries because when churches re-
ferred to him in male terms, they meant that he is male. This also came in handy 
for excluding women from church hierarchy." 
 Some, when announcing changes, will refer to a process of “much study, 
prayer and discussion,” no doubt thinking that this justifies their changes. Noth-
ing, however, justifies changes that are not God-ordained. If these discussions 
were centered upon the Word of God, rather than on pleasing men, God’s Word 
would be upheld and followed. 
 In the sight of God, man and woman are equal in Christ. Paul wrote, "There is 
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor 
female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus" (Gal. 3:28). Christ died for all. John 
wrote, "The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the 
Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world" (John 1:29). And, again, 
“And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the 
sins of the whole world” (1 John 2:2).  
 Though in Christ we are all one, we still retain our gender. And, no matter 
how many discussions there may be, there is still the gender difference in some 
of what God has decreed for His children. 

For instance, no matter how many discussions might be had, God still has 
placed men in the “overseer” position. Paul wrote, “This is a true saying, If a 
man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work. A bishop then must be 
blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to 
hospitality, apt to teach” (1 Tim. 2:1–2). 

The Psalmist penned, “For ever, O Lord, thy word is settled in heaven” (Psa. 
119:89). The word settled means,  

to station, to appoint, to erect, to take a stand. Abraham's servant stationed 
himself beside the well to find a wife for Isaac (Gen. 24:13); Jacob set up a 
stone pillar (Gen. 35:14, 20); the people stood up when Moses went out to the 
tent to meet God (Exo. 33:8); God established the boundaries for Israel (The 
Complete Word Study Dictionary: Old Testament, AMG Publishers , 2003, All 
rights reserved).  
God’s word is erected in heaven; no man has the right to change what God has 

already erected. 
Beloved, Jesus said, "My mother and my brethren are these which hear the 

word of God, and do it" (Luke 8:21). May all of us "hear" and "do" God’s Word. 
—Jimmie Z. Gribble  
Hampton Roads, VA 

was recently asked a worthy question: “What program can we come up 
with to cause this congregation to grow?” This is an honest and relevant 
question. Many faithful brethren are asking this same question today. They 

come up with ambitious plans: door knocking campaigns, advertising, visitation, 
Friend’s Day, Gospel meetings, mass mailings, etc. All of these activities have 
merit and can bear fruit, but are we forgetting something? I believe that brethren 
are forgetting one essential factor in church growth—God:  

I have planted, Apollos watered; God gave the increase. So then neither is he 
that planteth anything, neither is he that watereth; but God that giveth the in-
crease (1 Cor. 3:6–7).  

Just because we sow the right seed (cf. Luke 8:11), water, and see no immediate 
effect does not mean that we have failed; we are not thereby “unprofitable ser-
vants” (Luke 17:10 ). God knows what is best. We must trust in His wisdom. All 
the programs in the world cannot match simple faith in God and His promises.  

Another essential part of church growth is prayer—sincere, persistent, knee-
bending prayer: 

Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be 
opened to you. For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh find-
eth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened (Mat. 7:7–8).  

Are we praying for those who should be among us—our neighbors, friends, rel-
atives, co-workers, unfaithful Christians, and others? Are we praying that God 
might give us the opportunity to influence them, and are we actively seeking that 
opportunity?  
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