
The apostolic way of preaching is the only right way to preach. How, then, did 
Philip preach Christ? Take this passage: '”But when they believed Philip preach-
ing the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, 
they were baptized both men and women” (Acts 8:12). Do you suppose Philip 
should have “just preached Jesus” and have said nothing about the “kingdom,” 
or the “name,” or about being “baptized”?  

—Foy E. Wallace, Jr. 
Deceased  

~~§§§~~ 

2016 Is . . . 
brand new candle, barely lit, that will burn itself out in twelve fleet 
months; . . . another volume in each one’s book of life, full of blank pages 
upon which we shall write with our words and deeds;  . . . a fresh gar-

ment without wrinkle, soil, or tear for us to keep clean or soil; . . . an open door, 
behind which many paths will beckon before the door is closed; . . . a new plant 
freshly pushing through the earth’s crust, destined to bear fruit, either good or 
evil; . . . a piece of soft clay over which each one exercises the potter’s power to 
mold it into a shape of his own choosing; . . . a race to be run that many will fail 
to finish, either by falling out or death.  

Worldlings will live out this new year in a Monday to Friday context. The 
Lord’s people will live the year from Lord’s day to Lord’s day, looking forward 
to each appointed time when we can assemble with our brethren to worship God 
and study His Word. While those outside try to fight the battles and face the tri-
als of life on their own, we can draw from the inexhaustible source of spiritual 
strength, found only by those who submit to mankind’s only rightful Ruler. 

The beginning of a year is a good time to view the past year in retrospect. How 
many times did I choose to be away from the assembly of the saints last year? 
How many times did I reject the spiritual feast of Bible classes? How many 
weeks did I neglect to contribute financially to the spreading of the Gospel? How 
many times did I remain silent when I had an opportunity to say something to a 
friend or fellow-worker about the Lord, His Word, and His church? How many 
times did I compromise the moral standard of the Gospel to avoid being differ-
ent from “the crowd”? How man times did I say “No” when the call went out for 
workers? If you can say, “None,” to these, that is wonderful, indeed. You certain-
ly moved to higher ground last year. If your record was not so good, do you un-
derstand that, just as many times as you placed something ahead of serving God, 
you proclaimed that He was not in control of your life (Rom. 6:12–13)? 

Now, let us look at this new year again. Only you and I can determine what 
sort of flame its candle will burn. Only you and I can decide what sort of lines 
will be written upon its blank pages. You and I alone are responsible for how free 
of soil and damage our garments of life will remain. The choice is ours as to the  

That you may know… 
Let us pray for… 
Alice Haddon—fighting cancer (Sheri’s friend) 
Ann Henderson—fighting cancer (Sheri’s aunt) 
Lester Kamp—fighting prostate cancer Gospel preacher, Denver, CO) 
Mike Mallett—fighting leukemia (a brother in Evant, TX) 
Dub McClish—recovering from heart attack, stent emplacement 
Lee Moses, his children, and all their family in the sudden passing of Kelley Jo 
Llewelyn and Judy Reid—brother and sister in NJ, planning to move here 
Brian Ritter—fighting rare autoimmune disease (son of Rick Ritter, Gospel preacher) 
Jeff Simmons—“our boy” in the US Navy (Charleston, SC) 
Don Smith—faithful brother in Ohio prison, ordered to cease teaching fellow inmates 
Stephanie Tigner—who has been restored to Christ (Kourtney’s sister) 
Joshua Aidoo—Gospel preacher in Ghana we support 
Samuel Bagsangi—Gospel preacher in Philippines we support 
Records you helped make last week… 
Bible Classes                                                                                                                                     14 
Sunday AM Worship                      14                                                                                                   
Sunday PM Worship                   11 
Wednesday PM Bible Class/Worship                                 18 
Contribution                                         $777.00  
Contribution average (2015)          $947.88 
Internet and YouTube Sermon broadcasts… 
• Both sermons each Sunday are broadcast, beginning at approximately 10:45–10:50 a.m. 

and 1:12–1:15 p.m., via Internet through our Website, www.northpointcoc.com. 
• Our YouTube channel at Northpoint Church of Christ has a growing collection of North-

point sermons available for viewing. 
Preacher, The Lighthouse editor            Dub McClish
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T/F  In view of eternity, the development of my children as good, productive, loy-
al citizens of God’s Kingdom is more important than their development as 
good, productive, loyal citizens of this country. 

T/F The social development of my children (building close friendships/quality 
relationships at school, among non-Christians) is important. 

T/F The spiritual development of my children (building close friendships/ quali-
ty relationships within the church, among Christians) is important. 

T/F The social development of my children is more important than their spiritual 
development. 

T/F The spiritual development of my children is more important than their social 
development. 

T/F I will consider it a tragedy (and wonder if I might be responsible) if my chil-
dren—once grown—forget all of the fundamental truths they were taught in 
school. 

T/F I will consider it a tragedy (and wonder if I might be responsible) if my chil-
dren— once grown—forget all of the fundamental truths they were taught in 
Bible classes. 

T/F I will consider it a greater tragedy if my children forget all of the lessons of 
school than if they forget all of the lessons of Bible classes. 

T/F I will consider it a greater tragedy if my children forget all of the lessons of 
Bible classes than if they forget all of the lessons of school. 

T/F I will feel a personal sense of failure if I don’t do everything within my pow-
er to teach my children the importance of giving their best at school. 

T/F I will feel a personal sense of failure if I don’t do everything within my pow-
er to teach my children the importance of giving their best to the church. 

T/F I can effectively (i.e., with lasting results) teach my children to do what I am 
clearly unwilling to do myself. 

T/F My behavior consistently demonstrates to my children that the church (the 
Body of Christ, for which He died) is the highest priority in my life. 

T/F If the church is not the highest priority in my life, it is unlikely to be the high-
est priority in the lives of my children.  

—Andy McClish 
Marietta, GA 

ften people will remark, “I think you should just preach Jesus and say 
nothing about so and so or this and that.” Well, is that the way Philip did 
it? Did Paul do it that way? How did the apostles preach? That is a ques-

tion for some of my own preaching brethren to ponder, for some of them have 
the speak-softly, tread-lightly, step-carefully, method-of-approach-kind of “soft-ped-
al”preaching, too.  

I would not call it “soft-soap”—it slanders soap, for soap is a mighty good 
thing, but I have never found that kind of preaching good for anything except to 
spoil the brethren and please the sectarians.  

way we will walk the paths that open before us. The fruit produced and the ves-
sel molded are in our control. May we determine to make this year of our lives—
or whatever portion of it we are given—the best in God’s service here. 

     —Dub McClish 
      Denton, TX 

[Ed. Note: I published this article at the beginning of 2015 and in some previ-
ous years as well. It seems no less appropriate now than when I originally wrote 
and published it, so I again present it for your consideration.] 

esponsible parents are naturally concerned about the way their children 
are measuring up in the competitive environment of school. They will 
make sure that their children view school as a high priority, and will en-

courage proper attention to all the required assignments, homework, and tests.  
In support of these aims, parents will also insist that their children attend all 
classes, permitting absences only with very good reason (e.g., illness).  In addi-
tion—in the interest of a well-rounded experience—good parents will encourage 
their children to develop a network of friends and to become involved in various 
extra-curricular activities. 

With these things in mind, I offer the following “True/False” test for the con-
sideration of all parents (for simplicity’s sake, children will refer to one or more): 
T/F Schools are important, and have a high priority in my family. 
T/F The secular education of my children is important and has a high priority 

in my family. 
T/F I consider it essential, if at all possible, that my children are in school “every 

time the doors are open” for study. 
T/F The development of my children as good, productive, loyal citizens of this 

country is important. 
T/F The church (the Body of Christ for which He died) is important, and has a 

high priority in my family. 
T/F The spiritual education of my children is important, and has a high priority 

in my family. 
T/F I consider it essential, if at all possible, that my children are at the church 

building “every time the doors are open” for study and/or worship. 
T/F The development of my children as good, productive, loyal citizens of 

God’s kingdom is important. 
T/F School is a higher priority than the church in my family. 
T/F The church is a higher priority than school in my family. 
T/F In view of eternity, the secular education of my children is more important 

than their spiritual education. 
T/F In view of eternity, the spiritual education of my children is more important 

than their secular education. 
T/F In view of eternity, the development of my children as good, productive, 

loyal citizens of this country is more important than their development as 
good, productive, loyal citizens of God’s Kingdom. 
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